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Call FREE on

0800 413907

Quoting Ref 043H for an application form

*APR 11.9% (13.6% for Cash Advances) for first 6 months rising to 19.9%, (21.8% for Cash
Advances), mmmmmmmmmmmmmmd
£5.00 or 5% of outstanding balance whichsver Is greater Bank of Scotisnd™ i a registered
Trade Mark of The Governor and Company of the Bank of Scotland. "MasterCard" s a
registerad Trade Mark of MasterCard International Inc. All lending is subject to appraisal
wmma:mWMsMMmmw.mmm

Park, Dunfermiine, Fife, KY39 48S. Tmamﬂsnmybarmﬂedbm
purposes and mongored under the Bank's quality control procedures. You must be aged 18
of over and resident in the UK 1o apply for credit. Bank of Scotland subscribes 1o The
Banking Codae (1987)

THE NET’S GAPING

...SO here is your chance to score

Show you’re a team
player and support
the Club by applying
for the Crystal Palace
Football Club
MasterCard®
Card now!
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May | start by extending a warm
welcome to all the players, officiais
ana supporters of Swindon Town.
They were one of only two teams to
beat us twice last season so we are
fully aware of what they are capable
of. Jimmy Quinn has done a very good :
job since taking over from Steve
McMahon and, despite a poor start to
the season, will provide a stern test
of our credentials today. In a way,
their heavy defeat at Ipswich recently
might work against us because they
will be fighting tooth and nail to
prove to everybody that the 42
reverse they suffered was just a blip.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Our first three matches have provided
much food for thought. We are
unbeaten, which is always a nice
position to be in, but there has been
very little to choose between
ourselves and the teams we have
played. Our first game, against Crewe,
was 2 match which could have gone
either way. | felt that we were in the
ascendancy after taking the lead
through Simon Rodger but, in the
end, Crewe would have felt harshly
treated if they had not got a point.
Obviously people can peint 1o the fact
that we missed the penzlty as proof
that we should have won, but | am
nat sure | agree. As regards the
penalty miss, | never criticise players
who miss spot kicks. | know from
personal experience what it feels like
to miss from twelve yards and it is
the loneliest feeling in the worid. Lee
felt good about taking the kick and |
am a firm believer in always allowing
the person who feels the most
confident to take them. On this
ocgasion, he missed but you also
have to give credit to the goalkeeper
who made a good save. | was
disappointed in the way that we
conceded the egualiser which came
about through sloppy defending and
we are well aware that we have to
tighten_ up in our performances in
order to obtain good results.

PLEASING

Our next league game came at
Bamsley, where, although we claimed
all three points, the match was
another very tight affair. There was
very little to choose between the two
teams but, on the day, we shaded it.
On another occasion, it could guite
easily have gone to the home team.
We had a good cutting edge and to
score three geals away from home is
always pleasing, but 1 would not want i
anybody to get too carried away after
the start we have made. We might be
fourth in the table, but to even have
league tables at this stage seems
utterly ridiculous to me.

: In those sorts of matches, it .could
i well just be a little bit of good

: fortune or a refereeing decision that
¢ decides the game. Azainst Bamsley,
i TV evidence showed that we were

i very unfortunate with at least two

i could find ourselves
in real prablems.
: NEW CONSORTIUM

i | was slightly
i goncerned that the

decisions that led to goals and also

! had a bit of luck ourselves with our

i second strike. Again, these are

: decisions that you just have to accept
i because, as the cold adage goes, the

i luck usually evens out over the

i season.

“l was disappointed in the way
that we conceded the equaliser
which came about through
sloppy defending and we are
well aware that we have to
tighten up in our performances

in order to obtain good results.”

! DEPARTURE

i Last week saw the departure of
i central defender David Tuttle to

Barnsley for £125,000. Of course, you

: never want to lose players, but in
! some ways selling David was a

i necessity. Tutts’ was an excellent club }
: man but, as one of the players who

had taken a pay cut and was owed

¢ money, there was always a litttle bit
i of commitment missing. This is

i undersiandable, as | was asking all

i my players for 110% commitment and
i yet we were not

i paying his wages in

i full. That type of

¢ relationship is always
i doomed to failure

i and so his departure
: was somehwat

i inevitable. We also

i had to consider the

i fact that David would
i have been on a

i Bosman ruling at the
: end of the season,

i when we would not

: have received any

i money at all for him.
i In that sense,

i f125,000 is a

i reasonable return. It
: also looks like more
i sales can not be

i ruled out of the

: equation, which is a
i desperate

i disappointment. Our
: sguad is already

¢ threadbare and, when
i a spate of injuries
hits us-(as it

inevitably will), we

i new owners did not

i intervene in the saie of
: David - perhaps by subsidising the
i situation until a better solution could
i have been found? Everyone knows

: that in our current position we are not
i able to bring in a replacement for

: dangerously shori-numbered. If we do
: not add to our playing staff soon, we
i will be in for a very difficult campaign
: and you, the fans, deserve more than
i that.

WRIGHT DECISION

: Finally, may | say a word about lan

: Wright, who recently announced his
i retirement at the end of the season.
i When | was with-fan earlier in his

P

Fohsasnns

where he played for six very happy
years, wishes him every success in the
i future.

: Enjoy today's game,

: Steve Coppell

David and it has left our staff

career, he always insisted that he
would play till e dropped, but now |
think he has made a very wise
decision to leave while we still cherish
the memories. It would have been
tragic for lan to have played lower
league football as a shadow of his
former self and the finances in
football, as well as his TV career, has
meant he can leave the game with no
financial concems. Everyone at Palace,

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)
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INSIDE TODAY’S PROGRAMME

4 Selhurst Standpoint Pgs 8/9 + Action Replay Pgs 28/29
& Peter Morley CBE Pgs 18/19 # Clinton Morrison Profile Pgs 32/33
& Past Masters - Paul Bodin - Pgs 54/55

NEW CHAIRMAN 'QUID AKID' FOR
- CUP MATCH

ANNOUNCED

¢ Club Administrators Moore Stephens

© last week issued a press release

: regarding the position of Chairman at
¢ Crystal Palace and we are pleased to
i reproduce their statement below:-

¢ Chairman Mark Goldberg has resigned
: from the Crystal Palace FC Board Of

. Directors from Wednesday 11th August
: 1999. The Board has invited the

¢ Administrators to approve their

i nomination of Company Secretary

: Peter Morley CBE, as Chairman, and

: they were pleased to endorse that

: appointment. Peter has been a very

: fine ambassador for a number of years
: and has assisted the Administrators in
. the performance of our duties over the
© last few months,

: We are currently working with the city
: consortium who are set to acquire the
¢ club following Administration and we

: are grateful to Mark for his

: considerable efforts to initiate the

¢ The match against Colchester is

: balanced at 2-2 going into the 2nd leg
: next Tuesday and we are operating

¢ our successful ‘Quid A Kid* scheme

: which means that all under-16's will

: be charged just £1 to watch this

¢ Worthington Cup tie (kick-off 7.45pm).
: Supporters who have already

: purchased junior tickets at the

i original price of £5 will of course have
: the option of either £4 refund or the

: balance in additional tickets. These

¢ supporters should contact the box

: office on 0208 771 8841.

i The reduced price of £5 will still apply
: to senior citizens and students, while

¢ consortium. We wish Mark well for the
: future.

i ankle but in a different place against Colchester in the
: League Cup. However, he came through well against

: Barnsley and has trained well in preparation for the
game against Swindon.” Mullins himself was

: surprised to be back as quickly as he was, given the

: nature of the original injury sustained in the Far East:

i “Initially we thought it was just a gash," he confessed,
: "but when | went to have a scan the specialist said

: that the bone was bruised and | was lucky not to have
i had the ankle broken. In that respect it was great to be &
i back so early.” And what of Foster, who was

: stretchered off against QPR in the final game of last

: season with a knee injury? "Craig has come back very
: pleasingly,” said Sadler. "He was given a deadline of

: three months after the operation, after which he can

: resume light training. He is already doing light jogging
i and is recovering very well. | would have thought he

: would be back in contention in a couple of months.”

: Only Lee Bradbury (dead leg) and Simon Rodger have

: given Sadler cause for concern in preparation for this

. afternoon's game against the Robins, but both are

i expected to be available.

: adults are priced at £10.

SADLER'S PROBLEMS EASE

Palace's physio has had an uncharacteristically guiet start to the
season, a welcome change from last campaign when half the first
team squad seemed to be crocked at some point. Gary Sadler
does, however, have a few concerns; Craig Foster and Leon
McKenzie are both long-term casualties but he has better news
regarding England under-21 player Hayden Mullins. "Hayden has
had a few problems with his ankle over the past few weeks," he

i commented. "He picked up an injury to the ankle on the club's
tour of China and injured the same

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09063 400 333 for the latest news e (Calis are charged at 60p/min at all times)
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TUTTLE
COMPLETES MOVE

Central
defender
David Tuttle
has completed
his £125,000
move to
Barnsley to
link up again
with former
Palace
manager Dave
Bassett. The
Reading born
defender
made ninety-
six appearances for Palace since his
transfer in 1996 and scored five
goals. We wish Dave all the best
with his new club following his three
year spell at Selhurst Park.

GRAHAM GAINS
UNDER-21 CAP

Congratulations
to midfielder
Gareth Graham
who was capped
by Northemrn
Ireland on
Tuesday night in
an under-21
friendly against
France. Graham
turned in an
excellent performance and set up
one of Ireland’s goals in the 3-1
victory.

OUR ‘REV’
COMPLETES 25
YEARS

Crystal Palace were among the first

: football clubs to appeint an honorary
¢ chaplain back in 1974 when Club

: historian Rev Nigel Sands was invited
! to serve in that capacity as well, and

i we want to mark the significant silver
¢ anniversary of that appointment this

i afternoon.

: As a regular contributor to Palace’s

i matchday progra mme, indeed he was
: its editor for several years and has

¢ also been the author of ten books

i about the Eagles, Nigel is well known
: to many of our supporters. However,

i like all the football chaplains, his

: other role here at Selhurst Park is low
¢ key. Thus, whilst the individuals and

i families with whom he has been

: involved as our chaplain has, almost

i without exception, been most grateful
¢ to him. It may be surprising to some

: readers to learn that he has been part
i of our club in this way for a quarter of
: acentury.

¢ Nigel has been a Palace supporter

i since childhood and celebrated his

: fiftieth as supporter back in 1996, but
i the involvement he treasures here

: above all others is as our chaplain,

i and it is his contribution to Crystal

: Palace in this capacity that we
acknowledge and thank him for today

TRAIN TRAVEL

The train travel bookings for the visit
to Huddersfield Town are being taken
in the away travel portakabin this
afterncoon. The fare is £28 in
advance or £30 at the station (must
be booked prior to the day) and
departs from Kings Cross at 10.10am.

SPECIAI.
SOUVENIR
PROGRAMME
FOR WOLVES

: As most of you will know, Palace

i celebrate their 75th Anniversary of

¢ playing at Selhurst Park this season

i and, to mark the occasion, Palace

: Publications are pleased to announce
i that supporters will be able to buy a
: special souvenir issue of the

: Matchday Programme for the game

i with Wolves on Tuesday, August 31st
i (kick-off 7.45pm). As well as the
usual programme, with its mix of

: features, competitions and statistics,
i a recreation of the programme for

i Palace's first ever game at Selhurst

: Park, against Sheffield Wednesday in
i August 1924, will also be included.

: Supporters with any special

: memories of these 75 years, please

i write to the Publications Dept at the

i club or phone 0208 768 6021.

SELHURST SU PER DRAW

The first winner of this
season's Selhurst Super
Draw was David Halfacre of
Shirley. David is a season
ticket holder in the upper
tier of the Holmesdale Road
stand and the winning
number was 1266.

The tickets are priced at £1
each and the prize will
almost certainly be
increasing every match as
the holiday season draws to
a close.

The lottery office is situated above the programme shop at the Holmesdale
Road end of the private road at the back of the main stand.

RUGBY RULE
MOVES SPORTS

Some readers may already be aware
that Rugby’s ten yard rule, whereby a
free kick is advanced by ten yards if
another offence is committed before
play is restarted, has begun to be
used in football. It will be introduced
in this season’s Auto Windscreen
Shield competition and in twa
divisions of the Central midlands
league.

FIFA is anxious to see a reduction in
both dissent and timewasting and
early evidence indicates that this rule
has a marked effect on both in our
game so that as a result some
commentators are even suggesting
that it will be in place in the laws in
time for the 2002 World Cup.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Please would all supporters remain
in their seats during play as
persistent standing in seated areas
is considered to be a threat to
public safety and also an
annoyance to other supporters.

Daal Palace Clubcal[ on 09063 400 333 or the Iatest news e (Calls are charged at éopfmln at all times)
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South’of Englami"

Ihe day mcludes
§o _,Tea, Coffee and a fu!l En,ghsh Breakfast
g goody bag for ecu:h compeutor

RS

Why not come along and have a great day
out playing golf at one of Kent's finest Golf
. _C.‘aumg aml _alsa expmeuce the high

clubhouse RS s

Only EZUERIEST"Y for a four man team
To book your team phone (U3 Er(T NIV :

now!

The Crystal Palace F.C. Golf Day is
sponsored by

e STDK.
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rming back the calendar to
I today's date in several
interesting, significant or

poignant anniversaries with club
historian, Rev Nigel Sands.

21ST AUGUST

For many years, if 21st August was a
Saturday, it would be the first day of
the new Football League season and
was therefore a focus of
considerable interest to football fans
all over the country. Here's a few
special opening day matches from
our nostalgia department.

1949

REVERSE AT READING

Palace's first ever opening day
match on 215t August fell in 1949
when we travelled to Reading and

FRED KURZ

suffered a heavy 1-5 reverse. Fred
Kurz hit our consolation goal and
went on to become our top scorer
of the season. However, this first
game was a fair preview of what
turned out to be a thoroughly
depressing campaign in which we
finished bottom of the league and
had to seek re-election.

1965

PALACE BLOWN UP AT ST ANDREWS!

Palace's first game of 1965-66 was a
Second Division fixture at St
Andrews, home of relegated
Birmingham City. Although the Blues
took a 13th minute lead, Palace
debutant lan Lawson, the former
Burnley and Leeds striker, volleyed
an equaliser just before the break. It
took Birmingham until the 84th

minute to unlock our defence again
but then, in the dying moments,
Palace forced a corner and Alan
Stephenson leapt high at the far
post to nod the ball home. However,
while the ball was still in flight and
before it crossed the goal-line, the
referee began to blow his whistle for
the end of the game and, although
the ball hit the back of the net
while he was still doing so, the
‘goal’ could not stand because it is
the first note of the final whistle
that signals the end of the match,

1976
PETER TAYLOR'S LAST EAGLES GOAL
WINS PALACE'S FIRST GAME

Third Division Palace were under
new management for the opening of

PETER TAYLOR

the 1976-77 league season. Malcalm
Allison had departed from Selhurst
Park in the summer and had been
replaced by Terry Venables, but the
Eagles’ star performer at this time
was Allison’s terrific signing for
Palace, left footed, right-winger
Peter Taylor. Our opponents for the
first fixture were relegated York City,
but Palace made home.advantage
count and won with the only goal of
the game, netted by their England
international during the first half. In
fact this proved to be Peter's last
goal (his 39th in league and cup)

month he had moved to Tottenham
for £200,000. Palace’s season took
a long time to gather momentum,
but it ended as it had begun with a
victory and that proved sufficient for
us to gain prometion and a return
to Division Two after an absence of
three years.

1993

BOWRY DEPARTS AT BRISTOL CITY

This was actually Palace's second
First Division fixture of 1993-94 but,
whilst it proved a bitter

disappointment to us all, it seemed
only to spur the Eagles to better,
stronger performances which would,
ultimately, lead to promotion, the
championship and a return to the
Premier League. Palace lost 0-2 at
Bristol City on this warm afternoon
and suffered the indignity of having
midfielder Bobby Bowry sent off
early in the game in controversial
circumstances. However, the Eagles
avenged this defeat in some style,
winning the Selhurst Park return the
following january 4-1.

Rev Nigel Sands

Club Historian and Honorary
Chaplain

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)
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et £ ow that | have
i Nﬂnaliy recovered
from having been
rendered temporarily speechless by
our win at Barnsley, | ought to offer
an apology. | may have given the
impression in the Crewe programme
that | was in a downbeat pessimisiic
mood and sliding into a deep
depression at the thought of a long

obviously feeling a bit under the

,[ the error of my ways. It is now

| apparent to me that we are heading
| for another glorious promotion -

f superbly led by our skipper, Mr.

. ‘goal-machine’ Rodger! Seripusly

| though, only three matches in and

| we've already seen the typical Palace
- that we all know and love - one

| good, one bad and one indifferent

| performance - none of them,

| naturally, in the games that you

] would predict; a missed penalty -
and, depending aon whether the

| journalist from your Sunday paper

’ had left for his free half-time biscuits
or not, a howler of a miss from the

MARK HUGHES

weather that day and have now seen !

rebound or a disputed disallowed

goal; draws snatched from the jaws

of defeat; draws snatched from the

i jaws of victory and a thoroughly
i welcome away win just in time to

confound all the people who were
climbing into their harbinger of

! doom and gloom costumes. Quite

how anybody could get sufficient

value for money out of supporting
hard season of struggle ahead. | was

anybody else is beyond me!

wririridririnir ik ik k

I'd actually cheered up long before

: the win at Oakwell (only to be come
i ‘crashing down to earth again after

¢ the game at Colchester!). Anybody

: reading the article before the Crewe
i game could guite reasonably have

i been worried whether | would decide
i to end it all before making it to the
{ match! In fact, having writien the

i piece some days earlier, by the eve

: of the big kick-off | had undergone 2
: strange transformation. My mind

i appeared to have been completely

(and utterly irrationally) taken over
by optimistic
thoughts for the
new season!
Despite the
waorryingly early
{ signs of
dementia, my
sub-conscious
refused to
harbour thoughts
which did not
include
challenging Man
United for world
domination,
purely on the
basis that the
sun would be

would be green
and everything
begins c-o. | also
knew that come
the next moming
that would all
have changed

| again (which it

§ didl). | have
never yet left the
house on

| some nagging

8 fear that | am on
my way to watch
2 9-0 defeat. The
day it finally
came true was

relief as | was

i about
! football
i -] can't
L : be objective
shining, the grass : enough to
: appreciate the
: skills on display. It is
: only the result that

i matters. | do apprediate good

: football, but only when | am

: watching a game not involving

: Palace.” Now hands up everybody

: who recognises these sentiments

i and | bet we have a Mexican wave

: going in no time! I'm actually rather
O ! worried about the rampant optimism
matchday Without : that seems to grip the fans who

i have started following the club in

i the Nineties. These youngsters really
i dom't seem to have grasped what it
: means to follow Palace. | don't

i believe you can truly class yourself
? i as a Palace fan from the top drawer
actually a blessed : whilst expressing positive emations.
¢ It just isn't what we're about. | think

able to say ‘I told i perhaps the best thing would be if

i you so' 1o 3ll the people who accuse
: me of being an eternal pessimist on
¢ the way to matches. | still feel that

: this matchday morning feeling is the
: reason Palace fans were placed on

i Earth. It is our duty to suffer it on

: behalf of everybody else. | was

¢ talking to friend last week who

i confirmed my opinion that

! supporting Palace is more of a

i vocation than something to take

: pleasure in! His exact words were “I
: will NOT enjoy the game, unless we
i are 7-0 up by half time. Even then |
: will harbour some concern about the
! team’s ability to hang on. If Palace

i go 1-0 up after 5 minutes, |

! will want the game to

i end. Watching

i Palace is, for me,

i agony from
beginning
i to end. It

i st

: really

RS ITTTEES i rTEResIITTESSeessssem———a

e

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news = (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)



the club DID go into liguidation -
just so that the true red ‘n" blues
amongst us could say ‘I told you so’
and die happy!

I L s i s a2 a0 2 2 o

On the subject of going 1-0 up early
] doors - my personal nightmare is
| always going 2-0 up (and | seem to
. remember Steve Coppell saying
J something similar once so | know I'm
not alone!). | always feel that at 1-0
| the side keeps playing, but at z-c
| they take the foot off the gas. If the
score gets pulled back to
2-1 the initiative is
with the other
team and 2-2
or even 2-3
seems

inevitable
(we could
all make a list
a page long
where this has
happened to Palace). | was
down the pub supporting the Gills
‘ against Man City in the play-off final
last sedson and, because off this
" theory, | was telling everyone that
| would listen that | had a bad feeling
| when the Gills went 2-0 up with a
couple of minutes remaining. Even
when City pulled one back people
thought it was all over - | KNEW it
was!

1 e drdeie i ik e ik

Just to compound the problems we

are facing this season, | was shocked

| this week to read of the departure of
Graham Tuffel. Graham apparently

i of the

: previous

i occasions

i when Jolly

: has troubled
: the scorers.
¢ All will no

i doubt

: become clear
: if you follow
i the match

i reports in

i The Sun over
i the next few
i weeks. Now
:if | was the
: editor at The
i Sun | would
: be asking for
: a copy of

i the train

! ticket when
: the expense
! claim comes
i in, just to

: make sure it
: was Oakwell
i that the

i hack turned
! up to. Not

i only was

1 =

RICHARD HARRIS-

i has been a whole-hearted player for
: Palace so will obviously be a big

i loss - although at least we're getting
i a six-figure sum for him. Confused?
! So was I! You might also have been

a bit confused (I'm sure Jolly was) by
my earlier referral to his new

i nickname. Surely a goal every two

games does
not make a
goal
machine -
especially
when we
could all
probably
make a list

Jolly

awarded the ‘Star Man'
accolade for his two (2)
lightning strikes, but our man from
the currant bun was also the only
one to acquire the scoop of the day
about Graham Tuffel. At least the
poor guy isn’t alone in his myopia.
According to the rest of Wapping
Craig Foster had made a remarkable
recovery to take a place on the
bench - looking remarkably like
Richard Harris it has to be said. Add
to that the nerve they had to
castigate the referee who didn’t see
Mark Hughes’ shot rebound out of
the net last week when they, to a

i man, all saw Lee Bradbury's follow

up to his penalty miss crash into the
net when it did nothing of the sort,

i and you're left with the best reason

i of all to go to the match - it’s the

¢ only way you'll find out what really

: happened (maybe United's treble was

just down to inaccurate reports - you
never know your luck!)!

i Paul Romain

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news © (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times) 9
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HALF-TIME AT SELHURST FARK
IT'5 TIME TQGETREADY FOR.

4

is your lueky number. During the
first half of the game the winning

number will be announced over If you are 1 of the 10 lucky winners, please make youwr
way 1o the nearest available steward immedia'l'elv after

the announcement who will direct you o the stewards by the
Bplayers’ tunnel where your confact is Mike 3umvan. To quaﬂfy
you must be at the players’ tunnel /— -
15 minutes before half time. "

AT

[ The 10 tucky winners YR The wimer of this ceaw wil tae part n the
will then parficipate New Mitsubishi Half Time Challenge.

in a draw.

THE NEW MITSUBISHI HALF TIME CHALLENGE Tre five attempts rance n difficuity from posiions
Wearing a pair of footbal boots supplied by the chub, the winrer h;tmﬁtepmﬂiys;ﬂi}*nhnﬂmymhﬂmpmﬂy \
ﬁmleﬁvehcksat fmmf?uv:mﬁwposi‘ﬁan a?ﬁeaﬁrﬁmﬁ&nﬂnaﬂfmmﬁnwamdm
ki scored furthest position, then
S el L e gak o e g fo potons

H you are lucky enough to score four out of S
the five attempts as set out in the terms and hniiiti_ai
| conditions then you will win a brand new e
MITSUBISHI COLT. “Good Luck™

TO ENTER THE COMPETITION
ALL YOU WILL NEED IS
A MATCH-DAY PROGRAMME

THE LUCKY NUMBER WILL BE
ANNOUNCED DURING THE FIRST
HALF-LISTEN FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

LUCKY NUMBER

0 Suunders Abboﬂ

BECKENHAM e Albemarle Road « Beckenham « Kent BR3 5JU 6 1 ,2]. 7

MOTORS CROYDON « 139 Sanderstead Road ¢ Croydon « CRO OPH
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EDGY EAGLES
MAKE NERVOUS
START '

penalty,” commented
Palace coach Steve
Kember, “but Lee really
should have scored with
the rebound. He knows
that and obviously he was
very disappointed. But he's
come back from setbacks
before and won't let it get
him down.”

New season, same Palace.
That was the ovemiding
feeling amongst the cowd
who trooped out of
Selhurst Park two
Saturdays ago as the
Eagles, keen to camry on
the traditions started last
season, threw away a
one-goal lead late on to
Dario Gradi's Crewe
Alexandra. The start of the
season is usually treated
with eager anticipation by
all football followers, but
Palace supporters could have been
forgiven a touch of trepidation as the
new campaign approached this year -
the financial situation which had i
glowered over the club for most of the :

FITTING

The second half was
better, both for Palace and
general entertainment

¢ wvalue. The Eagles finally broke

: Alexandra's resistance in the &7th
minute and it was fitting that Simon
Rodger, who recently signed a new
two-year contract, should grab the

summer (and, indeed, was only i goal. The club's longest-serving player
resolved two days before the start of  © fred into the roof of the net after a
the season), a steady stream of ¢ mad scramble in the Crewe penalty

departures away from Selhurst Park
and uncertainty as to whether or not
Palace would even be given permission
to start their league programme all
contributed to a slightly subdued
atmosphere around the ground two
weeks ago.

NERVOUS

The Selhurst fzithful's mood was
hardly lightened by a nervous
performance from the side in the
first half. Chances were few and far
between, with Simon Rodger
having Palace’s only meaningful effort
at goal - a scuffed shot that bobbled
harmlessly wide of the left-hand post.
Crewe looked the more composed
team and Rodney Jack, in padticular,
was calsing havoc on the Eagles'
right flank. However, the home

side were given a great chance to
calm their nerves when Clinton
Mormison, who held the ball up
superbly throughout the game, was
dragged to the floor by Alexandra
defender Lee Unsworth. Lee Bradbury
stepped up to take the resuitant spot
kick only to see it saved by Crewe
custodian Jason Kearton. The crowd's
cries of frustration, however, were
tempered when the rebound fell kindly
to the ex-Manchester City man who
drew back his leg and blasted the ball
against the bar. Cue heads in hands for !
the vast majority of the spectators and,
of course, for poor Bradbury. “The
keeper made a good save from the

area and gleefully celebrated in front of
the adoring Holmesdale End. “Everyone
was delighted for him,” confided
Kember, “and he deserved his goal. He
always gives one hundred per cent
when he plays for Palace, but he also
has a lot of ball skills, as well as good
delivery from set-pieces. It's great that
he signed a new deal because the fans
love

Dial Palace Clubcall on @€
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: The goal seemed to spur
: Palace on and Hayden
: Mullins, who looked strangely out of

sorts (doubtless owing to his lack of
match practice due to the injury he
sustained on Palace’s tour of China),
sneaked a shot past the outside of the
post soon afterwards.

i INEVITABLE

i However, in keeping with the pattemn

i established in the middle of last
season, one goal proved not to be

: enough. A steady build-up of Crewe

i pressure was finally rewarded as

i substitute Mark Rivers gratefully made
¢ use of the yards of free space afforded
i him by the Palace defence to smack

: home an equaliser. For a second time,
: palms were ciasped to foreheads in

i frustration and the Railwaymen's away

¢ following celebrated wildly. Kember, for
i one, was not happy with the manner in
i which the goal was conceded: “We

i were very slow in marking up and

: closing down the cross. They got a

i lucky rebound and the lad finished

¢ well. But, really he shouldn't have been
i given the chance in the first place.” Yel
i there was still time far the Eagles to
carve out more chances: Clinton

¢ Morrison shot powerfully against the

i legs of Kearton and Bradbury, who had
¢ no luck all aftemoon, was denied the

i chance to knock home the rebound by
i a3 desperate covering challenge. Even
David Tuttle, amazingly, got in on the

i act as he propelled a fearsome free-

: kick goalwards only for Kearton to save
: once again. Was that something Tutts

¢ had planned? “David has always

i reckoned himself from set-pieces,”

: confirmed Kember, with tongue rather

: firmly planted in his cheek, “but he did
i hit it very well. A yard either side of

: the goalkeeper and it would have been
i one of the goals of the season but,

unfortunately, it's gone right down his

Jﬁr‘;,_ throat.”
& a—

faaus The final
whistle,
when it did come, was greeted
by encouragingly generous
applause from the fans,
whose patience and
understanding have been
remarkable under the
circumstances. But, lurking

musi have been the
realisation that the Eagles
must be looking to beat the
i likes of Crewe if First Division
{ status is to be retained.
Hopefully, early season
rustiness will have been
shaken off by the time
Swindon leave South
* London this evening.

Andrew Ffield

for the latest news # (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)
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: Nationwidé is the biggést name in footbéﬂ" Ove‘r 14 million fans

| _mll attend over 2,000 Nationwide games thlS seasot. And ]ust o

i hke you, we're proud o bc part of it.
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With
Danielle
Moss

¢ Eagles here

today and to
all those Junior Robins who have
made the journey from Swindon.
Remember ta get behind the team
to make sure those three points
are ours!

COME ON ENGLAND!

Thank you to all those who entered
the England v Luxembourg
competition. You will all be
receiving a pack of Philips
Batteries through the post any day
now.

Congratulations to the winners,
who are as follows:

First Prize:

Dominic Jordan (MJo1s5) who wins
4 tickets plus coach travel to the
match

Second Prize:

Billy Purchase (Season ticket
holder) who wins a Philips
Personal Stereo Radio.

Third Prize: :
David Powell (Jo6005) who wins a
Philips Personal Cassette player.

1 still have a few tickets still
available, so if you are interested
just give me a call. Tickets are
priced at £20 for juniors and £30
for adults.

TODAY’S MASCOTS

: Today we welcome mascots Joshua
i and Remi Digby from Maribourgh

Wilts, who are g and 7 respectively.

Their hobbies include football and

their favourite player is, of course,
their dad Fraser!

AWAY FROM HOME!

| am running a trip to the mighty
McAlpine Stadium in Huddersfield on
the 28th August to watch the Eagles
take on the Terriers. The cost'of the
trip is £20 for adults and £15 for
Juniors for further information give me
a call. :

I will be running trips to the foltawing

away grounds this year:
i Bolton Wanderers  Saturday 6th
November
Port Vale ‘Saturday 2oth
November
Charlton Athletic = = ‘Sunday 26th
: " December
Stockport County  Monday 3rd
fi January
Nottingham Forest ~ Saturday 19th
‘February
Norwich City Saturday 11th
‘March
fulham  Saturday 1st
April
Tranmere Rovers Sunday 7th
May

For further information just give me a
call here at the club on 0181 768
6000,

BEAT THOSE
HOLIDAY BLUES!

Don't forget that you are entitled to
discounts at The Premier League
Hall of Fame at County Hall in_
London. Just take your season ticket
book or your junior membership card
and claim your discounts.

Name:
James
Waddington
Age:
16 months
Lives:
Biggin Hill
Favourite Player: Hayden Mullins
Hobbies: Swimming and
eating
Favourite Song: Sometimes by
Britney Spears (James enjoys jigging
along to this song)
Favourite TV Programme:
Neighbours
Favourite Holiday: Florida
If you would like to be a star Baby
Eagle send in all of your information
plus a passport photograph and you
will be featured in a future
programme!

 BIRTHDAY
 PARTIES AHD

_Wnutd ynu llke tnieaé the team :

onto the pftch ona matchdav?

| Would you ilketu celebrate your :
: 'blrthday here?

1 shll have a number nfhirthdazy

: 'parties and mascot packages

avaltable thmughout the 5&350!!. If

; “you are. mtetested please mntact

me either by phane or hy past.

Junior Eagles Club, Crystal Palace FC, Selhurst Park, London, SE25 6PU

Dial
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Saunders Abbott, features do nol come as

standard. They come as luxury appoiniments and
include: really cool air conditioning, sporis alloy wheels,
8 clectric refinements such as sunroof, windows, central
door locking, wing mirrors, and a stunning finish. And one
final point, the Carisma is the best looking car in its class.
If price is as important as looks then £14,560.00 07R must appeal

and the “icing on the very nice cake™ must be the best financial
package availabie:

sl 4 year 0% finance with a
e - deposst of only 1 0% wow!

On the Carisma 1.6 GLX Limited Edition from

0 % Bansma 1.6 GLX Limited Edition £14 .560.00

Deposit required 10% £1456.00
ove r Balance financed £13,104.00
48 monthly payments of £273.00
4 years yoal payable £14,560.00
APR 0%

Total charges for credit and acceplance fees £0
Saundess Abbott 1980 Ltd is a licenced credit
can o ﬂ|y be cai ied one th ing... broker. Written quotations on request

WE ARE A SERVICE 00“‘,?__.“-«:---*- ' "'REM CARS

| Saunders Abboﬁ

- Football.
- | s a game of two halves

1§ Dial Palace Clubcall on 09063 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)



LONDON SE25 6PU

I am a season ticket holder in the
Holmesdale End and was a member of
the small group of travelling fans who
went to Layer Road, Colchester for the
first leg of the Worthington Cup tie.
Although the lads did not play well,
Nicky Rizzo scored a great goal near
the end to salvage some pride.

| was disappointed, however, to hear
the reception given to Lee Bradbury.
0K, Lee had missed a penalty against
Crewe a few days earlier, but some of
the chants from a small section of the
crowd suggested he had deliberately
missed the kick. | find that ridiculous.
Lee has not had an easy time since he
came to Palace. In fact, he hasn't had
an easy time since he left Portsmouth
a few years ago. Most would agree he
was very impressive in pre-season and
looks a perfect foil for young Clinton
Morrison. The boo-boys should shut
up.

Last year we made a real effort to get
behind the team when the finances at
the club were in a mess. This year, not
much has changed off the pitch. Let's
get back behind the lads. We knew it
was going to be difficult, so don't give
them grief. Up the Palace!

Mr D.Barnes, Shirley

Dear In Off The Post,

1 would like to wish my dad, Mr. Wilf
Hugill, a very happy 6oth birthday on
August 23rd. We have season tickets
in the Holmesdale Stand and have
followed the Eagles for many years.
Unfortunately, my father's leg is in
plaster at the moment so he is being
forced to miss a few games, but he

5

CRYSTAL PALECE FOOTBALL CLUB
SELHURST PARK STADIUM

will be back cheering Palace
on very soon.

Lots of love,
Kelly and James, Durrington

Dear In Off The Post,

I read with interest John McBride's
letter in the Crewe programme
regarding a pub in Bath called 'Crystal
Palace'. | was recently in Bath myself
and visited the pub. After a few drinks
| noticed that the bar staff were all

i wearing 'Crystal Palace’ T-Shirts and

: after much negotiation, and some

i more beer, | managed to buy one of

i the shirts for the princely sum of

: £2.38 (all the money | had left in my
i pocket at the time). | am now the

i proud owner of a Crystal Palace shirt
: that must be unigue around Selhurst
¢ Park!

Rod Thompson, East Grinstead

: Dear In Off The Post,

: | am writing to comment on the new

: home kit. It is brilliant to see the lads
i back in the traditional red and blue

: stripes. The personnel may have

: changed, but it is like being back in

i the early 1990’s again.

i to everyone
concerned.

§ The away kit is
4 growing on me
| steadily. It's a
shame the club

returning to a

.. | diagonal red
.4 and blue stripe,
“| although it

| wayof a
Saying that, we

| don't have any
so maybe this

year might have been the year to re-
: introduce it!

i Well done again to whoever chose the
i kits.

: Pam Grieves, Bromley

 Dear In Off The Post,

i 1am a Palace fan of over twenty years
: but, due to family reasons, now live in
: Scotland. Going to home games is

i very difficult, but I do intend to travel
: to away matches in the North of

: England. | would like to find out if
: there are any other Palace fans in

i Scotland or North-West England. If

there are, it would be nice if you could

contact me at the phone
number below.

Bryan Evané, Ayr (01292 270360)

i Dear In Off The Post,

: | am a Palace Season Ticket holder in
: the Whitehorse Lane Stand and would
i like to say how highly | rate our

¢ Australian winger Nicky Rizzo. |

i believe that Nicky has all the

: when he does hit the back of the net
: they are really special (remember the
Congratulations : sirikes against Norwich and

i Colchester last week) and he has the
: confidence to take on and beat

: opposition full backs. Good luck to

i Nicky, and all the lads, for the

: forthcoming season.

never considers George Weyman, Thornton Heath

: Welcome!

| aut t i Everyone at Crystal Palace Football
| might getinthe : Club would like to welcome 20 year

i old Gunnar Ingibergsson to today’s

sponsor's label. : match against Swindon Town. Gunnar,

: who is attending his first ever game at

Selhurst Park, is over in this country

: from Reykyavik, Iceland. We hope he

i enjoys this afternoon’s Division One

i fixture.

i Got Something To Say?

i 'In Off The Post’ is a page for you, the
: supporters. If you have any comments
i or photos relating to any aspect of the
: club's activities, would like to

: announce a birthday, or have a

i question to ask a member of staff,

i then we would be delighted to hear

: from you. Please send your

i contributions to: ‘In Off The Post’,

: Palace Publications, Selhurst Park,

i London, SE25 6PU. Alternatively,

i you can fax us on 0181 768 6114.

attributes
to emerge
asa
really top
class
winger in
years to
come and
hope that
he fulfils
his
promise

| at
Selhurst

{ Park.

| Although
il he does
not score
many,

A

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times) 15§



MORGANPRINT, A PART OF MCH PRINTING GROUPR
WOULD LIKE TO WISH CRYSTAL PALACE FOOTBALL CLUB EVERY
SUCCESS DURING THIS SEASON

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING REQUIREMENTS
CONTACT MCH ON 0181-293 9386

NEPTUNE HOUSE, 1 LOMBARD TRADING ESTATE

ANCHOR AND HOPE LANE, CHARITON, LONDON SE7 7§]
TELEPHONE: 0181-293 9386 FAX: 0181-853 1073

LASTS LONGER THAN
DURACELL IN HIGH DRAIN
APPLICATIONS

AND WE’VE GOT THE
EVIDENCE

Lot wake things bt S PHILIPS

26 Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)



TODAY'S MATCH
SPONSORS

| BMorganprint - part of the MCH Printing
| Group, are designers and producers of
your matchday programme. With

and finishing facilities, and using state-
of-the-art technology, Morganprint is the
company for all your design and printing
requirements.

‘with MIKE SULLIVAN

A very warm welcome to all of today's match sponsors from everyone in the
Palace marketing department.

comprehensive design, pre-press, printing

NEW MITSUBISHI

HALF-TIME CHALLENGE

New rules have been introduced for this
season’s Mitsubishi challenge to try and
win a brand new car. The
lucky participant in the

competition will have five
attempts on goal from

varying positions of
e, A

penalty spot and . . . !
between the penalty i
i ciz?::SORS area and hattway e, MOTORS CRAIG BROWN + ;
STOM PANY in order to win the car, |
(COMMUMICATIONS) LIMITED - would :;;a:r must !.-: sc?:r?dr from the furthest ROGER 4o EOURCEY S |
like to take this om&g to extend : position, then three goats from the NOOKIE BEAR i
warm welcome to all of their guests an ining four positions. Don't forget to '
wish Palace the best of uck for (903y's  © soe. page 16 of idape procramens or THURSDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER |
gz:’n; and r:;;! mr:ﬂ ;.: th[f mss:m : your lucky number and then listen out 1999
ay's n for a n =
Wnen. Plaie 3 Skt 5 (Rt ot | 3 TONPROUNCRRNIES on e R Spsiay FOR FULL DETAILS SEE PAGE 50
Bradbury).

PRESENTATION TIME

Pictured below is Managing Director, Phil
Alexander, making a presentation to joint
Administrators Mr Simon Paterson and Mr David
Rolph from Moore Stephens Booth White. Moore
Stephens were our match sponsors for the
opening fixture against Crewe Alexandra.

Pictured below are our
matchball sponsors’
party from Custom Cable
Company receiving their
signed matchball from
‘man of the match’ Lee

Pictured above are two
young guests from our
matchday sponsors'
party lining up with the
two captains, officials
and matchday mascot
prior to kick-off.

‘HOME AND AWAY’ PLAYER KIT SPONSORSHIP

For just £250 + VAT you will receive the following benefits:
t‘lwruamem’d-lehnme mawaykﬁspomrsﬁpse:ﬂminereryhmeleagmandmpm@pmgﬁm
during the season
-Tmcmﬂmmﬁmmahmlwgamedm&ﬂwthedm
2 -+ Ad sutographed football signed by the players of Crystal Palace FC.
qud:uﬂdwuﬂkemwhbhmadwmmwﬂlmmmm&mm
Womnamelntlumandzwwsgomhlpmmmhuuleagueandwpnmﬂ\pmg:am
: during the season. :
-erc tickets to 3 home league game & chosen by the club.
-mammﬂnd s signed by the players of Crystal Patace F.C.
mdmzmm Home fase.00+ val l“ £259.00 + vat
tﬂafspuﬂ;tﬂhm—nqm £a5e.00+val
hwam&ﬂmhmﬁﬁfuhmw

Mr David Rnlph is seen here
presenting a bottle of champagne to
‘man of the match’ Lee Bradbury.

"

Dial Palace Clubcall on 0QO68 400 333 for the latest news ® (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times) i7
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which | had played and
refereed.

Next season | bought my first
season ticket, and my family
and | have been supporting
the Club ever since.

| confess that | have never
stood on the terraces, never
yelled abuse at visiting
supporters, but | have sung
the Palace songs, especially
at away cup matches. For
thirty years I've sat in the
main stand, as a season
ticket holder, then as a
member of the Vice

1 Presidents’ Club in the posh

area of the Directors' Box and
™ M finally as a Director.
— — if you ask me what being

| A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

! Dear Friends

{ By the time you read this 1 will

[ have been Chairman of Crystal

| Palace for eignt days. Short enough
i to wonder at the thrill of being at

’ the head of the Football Club which
{ been my passion and entertainment
| for nearly half a long life-time, and
’ long enough to wonder what I've

| let myself in for.

| During the last thirty years I've met
! a lot of very friendly, committed

| people with whom I've been able to
| share the ups and downs of

| supporting a football club through

{ all its traumas, from relegation from
First to Third Divisfon in two

i seasons, to the thrill of playing at

| Wembley in the play-offs, and in

i the FA Cup Final (we should have

| beaten Manchester United), and

| bringing home the Zenith Data

| Systemis (formerly the Full Members)
trophy.

| 1 got involved with football by

| chance - one of the disadvantages

| of being a retailer is that you have
to work on Saturdays and for many
years | never had the opportunity

| to watch a football match until |

| switched to a desk in Head Office.

in sport, if only as a spectator.a
long term friend whose father had
been a Director of the Club
suggested that | would enjoy
watching Crystal Palace and invited
' me to Selhurst Park.

IMMEDIATELY CAPTIVATED
After one match | was captivated by
the individual skills of the players
and the fact that you could see
everything that was
happening on the pitch, the
opposite of rugby football

When | could take an active interest

i Chairman involves, at the moment it
i is not easy {o say. | have a lot of

: people to thank, not least my

. colleagues, the Board of Directors.

“I'd like to see the Club
back where it belongs - a
friendly, family, football
club successful on and off
the pitch, where kids of
all ages are proud to
wear the Palace colours.”

: They've had a difficult time, putting
: money into the Club and watching
i it drain away through no fault of

: their own. Without exception they

i are Palace supporters who have all
: stood by the Club through a very

i difficult and stressful time.

My predecessors, as far back as |
can remember, owned the Club, or
at least had a majority
shareholding. This meant that they
made all the management
decisions, sometimes good,
sometimes not so good, and their
Boards of Directors tended to be
advisory rather than executive,
although many of them have been
able to bring specialist knowledge
and expertise as well as investment
to the Boardroom table.

My situation is very different - I'm
appointed by the Administrators on
the recommendation of my
colleagues, to act as the focus of
opinion from all sections, and
represent the Club in the best
possible light.

The Club is in Administration, which
means that all the executive
decisions and all the finances are
handled by the Administrators,
Simon Paterson and David Rolph.
They have the tricky job of keeping
Palace going on the proverbial
shoestring, having to make
disagreeable but necessary
decisions to keep the Club going,
finding new investors who will take
over from them and recommence
normal trading, while satisfying the
people to whom we owe money
that they are acting in their best
interests.

NEW LEASE OF LIFE

We are still in business, still playing
football and have satisfied the
Football League that we can
complete the season’s fixtures. The

18 Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news ® (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times) |



Administrators have found investors
to give the Club a new lease of life
and enable them to withdraw and
move on to other jobs. All this

| takes time, so please be patient.

We've had a rotten press, every
snippet of bad news has been
seized upon, built up and written
about. Thats in the past, so from
now on let’s be positive about
Palace, and talk about the good
news.

This year we are celebrating seventy
five years at our present ground.
We don't own the freehold, but I'm
sure that if the incoming owners
can satisfy Ron Noades that they
have the interests of the Club at
heart, that they are not out to
make a quick buck and that they
want to continue to play football at
Selhurst in the foreseeable future,
he would help to develop the
stadium, build @ new stand that is
overdue for replacement and
increase the capacity to
international requirements.

TALENTED SQUAD

Then there is the team - when you
are wrestling with income and
expenditure and trying to balance
the books it's easy to forget that
the Club is only as good as its
performance on the pitch. As well
as a nucleus of seasoned
professionals, we have a very
talented squad of youngsters who
are happy to have the chance of
showing.what they can do, and |
don't think we’ll be disappointed. |
had the opportunity of spending
time with them on the pre-season
tour of China, and you couldn’t find

ROM TH

a more dedicated, hard-working
bunch of lads. They astonished the
Chinese with their discipline and
work-rate on the field, in unfamiliar
conditions, and as the British
Ambassador said: “you couldn't find
a better set of representatives for
English football and for Britons
abroad.”

AT

On Monday of this week, one of the
national daily papers suggested
that we should consider erecting a
statue of Steve Coppell at Selhurst
Park. Throughout an uncertain
future, pay restraint, and player
sales to reduce our debt, Steve has
coached the team and turned them
out each Saturday with results that
must have surprised even the most
hardened cynic. A consummate
professional who is a role model for
any aspiring footballer, Steve has
eamed our respect and gratitude

i Mrfr‘,iﬁ _g;""i

and having previously
enjoyed our most
successful season ever his
leadership, we hope that he will
again work his own brand of magic
and restore the glory days to
Palace. But, it takes time, so again
please be patient.

THE FUTURE OF THE CLUB

The Football Academy under the
direction of John Cartwright is just
starting its second year of
existence. This is where the future
of our Club lies, and with the help
of youth team coach Peter Nicholas,
moving up to reserve team coach
Steve Kember, and the general
support of the back room staff
headed by physiotherapist Gary
Sadler, fitness trainer George Dick
and all the support staff, not
forgetting Vic Bettinelli who in

China was the life and soul of the | Wy
party, the prospects for future e
success look good. E‘iﬂpt}‘ggiff

| i

| wouldn't like anyone to forget our
non-footballing staff, led by |

Managing Director Phil Alexander. E rﬁ
The management, accounting, | Al
administrative, box office, lottery, | gE.!Ii! i
mail order, maintenance, marketing, g!‘i i
membership, public relations, |

publications, retail shop and lf1;4'£i'ﬁg -
warehousing departments, have 5 iy

continued to run the business with | :
-
%Ff’h“

the minimum of staff, and the fact
that we have 8,000 season ticket
holders is a testament to their skills
and your loyalty.

":'::%
i ﬂ.,
f

As supporters you have been
wonderfully loyal and | am grateful
to all of you. If you want to give an
extra boost to the Club then tell all
your friends with local businesses
that we need corporate |
sponscrship. This is one of |
the areas where we still :

need more help. l %mm
Finally I'd like to see the | |

Club back where it belongs ‘

¥ - 3 friendly, family, footbali | L
B club successful on and off | ‘“'mL} in
the pitch, where kids of all | ﬁgmir
ages are proud to wear the | '
Palace colours. Whatever | | {iﬂr.ﬁ?:
can do to help, I'll be I ;mgn;ﬂf’
there. | g
§ My best wishes for a | & "rfﬁd"
successful season to all of | SHEE
| us, and let’s be positive [

about Palace. | i

i With kind regards

Peter Morley
Chairman

Dual Palace C[ubcall on 09063 400 333 for the latest news @ (Calls arer.harged alsap!mm atalltimes) 19



The best in golf from Tee... to... Green!

Massive Golf Sale
throughout August.
Don’t Miss it!

Tel: 01689 851111 craPTER ON

: EXIT 4 FIESTAURﬁﬂT / /
Nevada Bob Bromley, 363-369 Crofton Road, i
Locksbottom, Orpington, Kent BR6 8NR

now also at:
11 Union Square, The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells

A21 BROHLEY

Fans can have their say on footbalINOW! - the new-loock Nationwide soccer web site with
up-to-the-minute news and features on England’s European Championship campaign, the

Premiership and all the big European competitions as well as the Nationwide Football Léague
and The Nationwide Conference.

Central to the re-launch of the football
site, will be fanFARE = 2 fans” forum
aimad at giving supporters the chance
to air their opinions, teli-their silly
soccer stones and ask key questions fo

the top names in the
game.
The exciting new format includes prize competitions - the
; first of which is far a trip for two to see England in
training, a signed England shirt, a signed England Dall Sy
and tickeis for the Eurg 2000 qualifier agamst
A Luxembourg - iplus special offers oo soccer ——
merchandise and, from the autumn; an inieraciive NGl
-\ :Manager game in which fans across the nation
A will be mthd to take part.

fortunes of Srotland Wales and: Nortnem ireland domestic

competitions such as the £ A Cup and Northern Ireland’s Nationwide
Gowl Cup = and not forgetting

‘Manchester Uniteds participation

@ 1 Nationwide

COMFERENCE
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Sendass Tst Auagiast i
Thousands of Palace fans flock to
Sethurst for the club’s annual Open
Day, In hot and sunny weather, the
crowds are treated to a succession of
interviews with players and
management (including Steve Coppell
and Joint Administrator, Simon
Paterson) on the main stage as well
as a whole host of other events and
attractions. Elsewhere, the Charity
Shield goes to Arsenal as they defeat
Manchester United 2-1 at Wembley.
United take the lead through David
Beckham's free-kick, but are pegged
back by goals from Kanu and Parlour.
It is the first time United have lost
after leading since 1993.

Tutsdasy 30d August
Palace bounce back from their 4-0
hammering at Southend with a

- . —— comprehensive
3-0 win at
Crawley - the
goals being
| scored by
Howell, Dsane
(pictured) and
i 2 30-yard
cracker from
Chinese
international
Fan Zhiyi.

Tunsday Sth. Aoguost

Good news at last for Eagles fans, as
Administrator Simon Paterson
announces that he has accepted a bid
for Palace from a consortium of City
financiers. Mark Goldberg has no part
in the new consortium, but Paterson
says that the club are still open to
bids that are 25% over the offer from
the City businessmen. Palace will stay
in Administration for at least another
two months and the Football League-
enforced transfer embargo remains -
thus ruling out any immediate
transfer activity for the Eagles.

Satundasy W August

The season kicks off for real as

Palace entertain Dario Gradi's Crewe
Alexandra at

i Selhurst Park.

A slightly

+| disappointing

#l crowd of

13,664 see

Palace take

the lead

§| against the

| Railwaymen

(Simon Rodger

celebrating

the signing of

his new contract with a piledriver into

the roof of the net from fifteen yards)

L

only to throw it all away five minutes
from time. Mark Rivers proved to be
the Eagles’ tormentor, slamming home
after being left totally unmarked by
the Palace defence. In other games,
the Premiership starts in predictable
fashion: Chelsea hammer Sunderiand
4-0 at Stamford Bridge, Arsenal
scrape a fortunate home win against
Leicester and new-boys Watford go
down 2-3 at home to Wimbledon. The
other newly-promoted team, Bradford,
fare better and pull off an impressive
1-0 win at Middlesbrough. Shades of
Palace’s opening day success at
Goodison Park in 1997, perhaps? In
the other leagues, the biggest win of
the day is recorded by our South
Coast rivals Brighton, who trounce
Mansfield 6-o, while Blackburn Rovers
make an inauspicious debut in the
First Division - drawing o-0 against
Port Vale at Ewood Park.

Sndusy FUL Argrust

Manchester United make a
characteristically shaky start to their
league campaign as Sir Alex Ferguson
sees his charges frustrated by
Everton. United take an early lead
through Dwight Yorke, but an own
goal from Japp Stam (believed to be
the first mistake in the whole career
of the big Dutchman) hands the
Toffees a point. Meanwhile, United's
neighbours, City, also suffer
disappointment - losing 1-0 at home
to Wolves on their return to the First
Division.

Mendasy Pl August

Tottenham register their first win of
the season, beating Newcastle 3-1 at
White Hart Lane. Away from football,
England are spared an embarrassing
second successive Test Match defeat
by the weather. It rains all day at Old
Trafford to ensure England can go
into the final game at The Oval with a
chance of winning the series.

Tuesdasy 10U August

Palace's nervy stan continues as the
Eagles can only draw 2-2 with
Colchester in the first round of the
Worthington Cup. The Second Division
side are reduced to ten men after just
three minutes (goalkeeper Simon
Brown sent off for handling outside
the area) but despite their numerical
advantage, Palace struggle and have
to come from behind twice to salvage
a draw: Jamie Smith (with his first
goal in a Palace shirt) and Nicky Rizzo
score the goals, the latter coming
from 20 yards out in the very last
minute. Our opponents this afterncon
are humiliated as they lose 1-0 to
Third Division Leyton Orient and Port

T TP IITI T

beaten at

Premiership,
Sunderland
beat Watford
2-0, Arsenal
are victorious
at Derby and
Manchester
United
hammer
Sheffield Wednesday. West Ham give
themselves an uphill struggle by
losing the first leg of their Interioto
Cup Final against Metz 1-0 at Upton
Park.

Wedsesdasy T Avgust

Chelsea leave it late but eventually
overcome a determined Skonta Riga
side in the Champions' League
qualifying round. The Blues run out
3-0 winners at Stamford Bridge and
are almost certain of progressing to
the next stage.

Thursdasy 1286 Augiust

Darren Huckerby completes his £4.5m
move to Leeds United from Coventry
City as David O'Leary staris to spend
some of the money reaped from the
sale of Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink.

Friday T32L Augunst

Palace defender David Tuttle opens
talks with Barnsley with a view to
arranging a £150,000 move to
Oakwell. Tuttle, who joined Palace in
1996 from Sheffield United, is
expected to move next week.
Blackburn's rocky start back in
Division One continues unabated, as
they lose 3-2 at Huddersfield Town
who score their winner in the last
minute.

Tt
Tuttle may have had second thoughts
about joining the Tykes, however, as
Palace beat the Yorkshire team 3-2 at
Oakwell. Simon Rodger, with his
second of the season, Dean Austin
and Lee Bradbury are the goalscorers
while Barnsley manage two strikes of
their own: a debatable penalty scored
by Darren Bernard and an even more
controversial goal from Mike Sheron,
whose shot from a guickly-taken free
kick did not, from television replays,
appear to cross the line. Elsewhere,
Man Utd march on with a hard-fought
2-0 home win over arch-rivals Leeds,
Arsenal can only draw at Sunderland,
Chelsea equalise in the last minute at
Filbert Street and Watford become the
latest newly-promoted side to

Chester. In the

win at 'Fortress Anfield’,
beating Liverpool 1-0.

—

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09063 £00 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)
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ull time staff at the
FAcademv are pushing

together very hard in
preparation for the new
season. On Sunday 22nd
August, we wiil host our first
in-house training day for all
Academy staff. The purpose of
the day is for John Cartwright,
the Academy Director, and
myself to present the ways in
which the Academy hopes to
develop over the coming
season, both in terms of
playing staff and organisation.
John Cartwright has made
slight alterations to the

training technigues that will be
used this season, with a lot of
emphasis placed on technigue
in tight situations that will be
presented in matches. As we
mentioned in the Crewe programme,
the priority is most certainly on

CRYSTAL PALACE FA PRE

performance levels rather than
resuits. The Academy also wish to
announce a Parents' Meeting when

the Academy
staff hope to
have available a

| TOURNAMENT SUCCESS

! We would also like to mention the

: success we have had with a number
: of tournaments we have entered in
i gur under-15 and 16 squads. The

i picture above is of the squad that

RESERVE TEAM FIXTUR brc;lc_hgrc* " i attended the Retrai Toumament in
outlining the i Nantes. The team was unfortunately
\ Tue August 17 Nottinngham Forest 0-1 plans and : k-?qfl‘_‘“d tl-:‘h\ c‘__,_.unn?ﬁd?i-';},
Wed September:  Tottenham Hotspur objectives of the : A}agx ;\fwifﬂ;m fq;:?;xp;i:.l-;
:’e" :9‘““’::'3 wcm:"my Academ\; f?; the was invaluable and will be very
ue se;t:::be:i; Arseuerhr;acmnw szlr‘;"’;;q:r : important for their development.
Wed _ i cYn TS =kestile: Entering tourmaments has been
Tue October 5 West Ham United it also gqiives‘ i difficult because of the restraints
Wed October 13 Coventry Gty details about : jmnoced on the club in its current
Wed October 27 Southampton tie “Ew_t;:'“”'"g i financial situation, but we all hope
‘:Ed :ovem:m gfﬁ‘:d vtem_,es_. Ih i : to progress in this area soon.
on ovember 15 elsea start of the i
Wed ‘November 24 Charlton Athletic Academy i CHANGES
Wed December 1 Wimbledon programme IS in 1 oo | poich by Savine that all the
Man December & Leicester City September and, i p- ). oo oois WA 27
Wit R, P 2 previousl : Academy staff have been working
: g e 5 I Eicast <tated. we ére : very hard in preparation for the new
:‘Ed i ottingham - h-a' to . Season. We have fully reviewed the
\:e January 11 Tottenham Hotspur h;:’; {thjsﬁ of | Academy and have made a number
i January 26 Southampton e Cvsial ' i of important changes to the running
Wed February 2 Watford ;afacewhl‘;rional i of it in order to provide the best
:‘g ?::3'?‘5 Ehhem e & oot Gt { quality service to young boys who
e ebruary 23 ariton Athletic o Sitatiiias : wish to become professional
Wed March 8 Wimbledon | Matlchec <tart at . footballers. Once again, we hope
Wed March 15 West Ham United the Contre 1n ¢ that all the teams have successful
Tue Ma_r;h:a DerbyCmér_\ty ‘hle openirgl ! seasons.
Wed 2 Cove : ! : ;
: Apr L weekend of Derek Broadley
Home fixtures in bold September. : Education and Welfare Officer

3 for the latest news # (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)
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lcome
‘\I\Iﬁ;ths
after-

noon's game
':E against Swindon

Town. Hopefully
we can get that
4338 (e (e ] PR first home win
of the season
after two draws against Crewe and
Colchester and an excellent win at
Bamnsley last week.

FRIENDLY SUCCESS

Two Tuesdays ago, a young reserve
team played a Dr. Martens’ League
side, Erith and Belvedere. We
expected a fough game, as they had
beaten Bromley 5-0 the week before,
but the lads performed extremely
well and won the match 5-0. We only
had one senior player on show (Matt
Svensson) so it was a great chance
for the younger players to shine,
which they did. Our goals came from
Chris Sharpling, Gareth Graham, Ryan
Williams, Matt Svensson and Mark
Nicholas, but it was the manner of
our performance which was the most
pleasing. Even Erith commented on
how slick and professional we
looked, and there is no greater
compliment than one paid by the
opposition. The pre-season games

have all been positive experiences for : it e :
i Premiership set-up. Wimbledon, on

U /17 FIXTURES 1999/00

Date Home fixtures in BOLD
Aug 28  Leicester
Sept 4 Wimbledon*
11 N Forest
18 West Ham
25  Tottenham*
Oct 2 Charlton*
16 Fulham*
23  Southampton*
30 Arsenal*
Nov 6 Reading
13 Bristol City
20 Millwall
27 Tottenham*
Dec 4  Fulham*
11 Southampton* *
22  Reading
29  Arsenal*
Feb 5  Bristol Gty
12 Millwall*
19 N Forest
26  Watford
Mar 4 Chariton*
* Denotes Rearranged fixture

Dial Palace Clubcall on ¢

PROSPECTS

i This season sees us play

! our games at the Crystal

: Palace National Sports

i Centre, with Kick-offs at

i 11am. It would be great to
: see a few fans down at

i the Sports Centre for

: these games. The chance
¢ is there for spectators to

: make Saturday a real day
: put, with the first team in
i action at Selhurst in the

: afternoon. The Academy is
i going very well, with a whole range
: of sides from nine to sixteen years of :
¢ age playing on Sunday mornings and
i all the coaching staff at the club are
: confident that you will be seeing

i some good football being played by
: the youth sides this term.

the players, because they have been
i playing against tough men's sides.

! Hopefully these results bode well for
i the future of the youth teams and,

: also, the senior sides in years to

i come.

i Qur first two games are against
¢ Leicester and Wimbledon which
i should give us a tough start to the
: season. | do not know much about
: Leicester, but we expect a hard test

as they are a Premiership club with a

YOUTH ACADEMY CRYSTAL PALACE F.C. 3 YOUTH ACADEMY CRYSTAL PALACEF.C.
U/19 FIXTURES 1999/00

Date
Aug 28
Sept

Oct

Budl bbb s

Nov 6

Dec 4

Feb 5

Mar I

for the latest news

CHRIS SHARPLING

i Antwi, Sharpling, Leacock, G.
i Williams, R. Kember, M. Nicholas,

L I PRI T F R T

PETER NICHOLAS COMMENTS ON THE YOUTH SIDE

: the other hand, are well-known to us
¢ and always make life very difficult.

i While getting wins under our belt is
: always a nice feeling and breeds

i confidence, our main priority is to

: improve the technigue of the

youngsters and ensure

== that they emerge into

&) the first team in a few
=1 years' time as good

profressionals. In that
sense, results are a
secondary concern.

Erith & Belvedere o
Crystal Palace 5

Club Xl sguad: Kendall,
Howell, Boardman,

Graham, Dsane, Svensson, R.

i Williams, Eisegood, Surey, R. Smith.

Peter Nicholas

nan'ffmgatﬂratﬂre Palace
Academy sides will be playing
~ all their home fixtures on
Sawrday momfngs (1am) at
the c-ysm Palace National
Sports Centre

Home fixtures in BOLD
Leicester

Wimbledon

N Forest

West Ham

Tottenham

Chelsea

Fulham

Southampton

Arsenal

Reading

Bristol City

Millwall

Chelsea

Fulham

Southampton
Reading

Arsenal

Bristol City '
Millwall
Norwich
Watford
Charlton

# (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)




T

ast :
I Tuesday, i
e played :

our first game
in the
inaugral FA

8 Premier
Reserve
League, a
division which was created after the
end of last season. Unfortunately, we
lost 1-0 to Nottingham Forest in the
seventh minute of stoppage time
added on at the end of the match
50, from a results point of view,
things have not started well for us.
However, we had a very young side
out and they did extremely well

STEVE KEMBER

i After so many years in the

i Combination league, it

: marks a real change for the
i better and gives a chance to
: all the lads to play against

¢ good quality players at large
i arenas. The facilities on offer
i at the City Ground were first
i class, with excellent

: changing areas and a lovely surface
: on which to play. We will also, as

i you all know by now, be playing our
: reserve games up at the Crystal

i Palace National Sports Centre which
i gives everybody the chance to come

The reserve league is a very
exciting prospect for all the
players and coaching staff.

-~

MATTHEW GREGG

against an experienced I
Forest team who fielded the
likes of Carlton Palmer and
Dave Beasant, who both
have international caps, as
well as an array of trial
foreign players keen to
impress the Forest coaching
staff. With this in mind, our
lads were a credit to the
club because the only player
we had of genuine
experience was Matthias Svensson.
As | have said, all the players
acquitted themselves well, but |
would particularly like to mention
Ryan Williams, who was playing his
first full reserve match. He has
earned the nickname 'Roadrunner’
because of his work rate and the way i
he gets round the pitch, but he also
distributed the ball very well against
Forest. He got battered a bit; but

MATT SVENSSON

: sitauation is
i regarding the
i club's coaching

along to a local venue and
see the lads in action.

1 Quite obviously, the more
fans we can get coming to
] these games the better

+| and | would encourage all
of you to turn out for our
1 opening home matches
against Tottenham Hotspur
(Wednesday 1st September,
kick off 7.30pm) and
Leicester City (Wednesday

8th September, 7.30pm).

: COACHING SITUATION

With the departure of Ray Harford
: from the club, many of you may be
i wondering what

exactly the

stood up well to the pressure. : staff, In this
¢ respect, nothing S
: has really
| Chariton
TR ; changed from Tottenham Hotspur
In goal, Matthew Gregg had a good | last season. Coeirs
: : BEveryone is Ipswich
game and made a couple of terrific i id Watford
saves from one-on-ones. The only : mucking in and Southampton
real mistake he made came for their : helping Steve Pt‘-!ﬁfbowugh
goal, when he didn't really make a | Coppell with the s
good enough clearance from a i first team Colchextes
backpass, but overall he did a good duties, with West Ham Utd
job. Until we come out of : myself, Peter Noryl
Administration (and still, therefore, | Nicholas, John orthampton
: i Cartwright and SO Yawet
under the transfer embargo imposed ! ) QPR
by the Football League), the reserve | Vic Bettinelli all Portsmaeuth
team is likely to remain very young. : contributing. Wintbledon
Against Forest, the team was i Whether Steve Dt
5 : i i ! wants to get AFCBoumemouth
effectively an under-20's side (with ! 7 Crystal Palace
the exception of Matt Svensson) and, : anoth:;:_ W:Ch o) Ly
i i o5 : once thing eading
}whtist that will give those players gt o Town
invaluable experience, it aiso means i il Cambridge Utd
that many of the games will prove : financially is up Bamet
difficult. However, | can guarantee ; 1o him. The g""";?"rd
that all the lads will do their very i financial sSisii
2 : problems the Wyeomod
best and be totally committed. 3 Gillingham

on

Dial Palace Clubcall

for the latest news # (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)

club have been through
over the last six months or
so have been a terrible
strain on everybody -
players, fans and most
certainly the coaches. We

.| have had to come in to

= | training every day not
knowing if we still had the
same squad from the
previous night and that is
hard to deal with. Planning

i ahead becomes almost impossible

i and we would like to thank you, the
: fans, for the patience you have

: shown. Hopefully, we are now in

i sight of an end to the boardroom

: problems and can get on with the

i job of winning points.

: Enjoy this aftemoon's match,
i Steve Kember

Nottingham Forest 1 Crystal Palace o
i Palace: Gregg, Sharpling, Rizzo,

: Boardman, Harris, Hankin, Williams R
i (Nicholas 85), Hibburt, Carlisle (Dsane
: 75), Svensson (Howells 8q), Martin.

Dial the Palace Clubcall on
09068 400 333 for all the latest
news on the Eagles’
reserve side
(Calls charged at 6op/min
at all times)

PWDL F A DIF PTS
2815 3 6 &0 24 +36 60
2818 3 7 56 24 +32 &7
2838 37 39 2 417 57
2817 4 7 62 32 30 5%
2714 9 5 56 29 27 =m
2835 § 9 53 37 a6 49
2B 14 6 8 56 35 415 48
2814 5 9 63 44 #1947
2833 6 9 47 37 +15 45
2813 4 11 46 43 +3 43
2811 8 9 56 20 416 4
2812 5 11 38 34 4 #1
2812 5 11 35 £ -6 g1
2811 7 10 45 43 +2 40
2811 5 12 44 35 +10 38
B11 5§ 12 40 37 *+3 38
289 11 8 37 36+ 38
289 10 9 27 31 -4 37
2B 10 6 12 43 35 44 36
289 6 13 43 51 -8 a3
2810 3 15 33 52 -9 33
289 4 15 31 4 -0 a1
288 6 15 26 57 -1 30
288 6 15 5 65 -24 30
268 5 15 33 65 -32 29
287 6 15 33 58 -2% z7
285 7 16 25 56 -1 22
2Bs5 7 16 24 57 -33 2z
284 5 1B 21 54 -33 iy
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F.A. PREMIER
RESERVE LEAGUE

AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE NATIONAL

SPORTS CENTRE
LEDRINGTON ROAD SE19
CRYSTAL PALACE Qgg__z_- j-
X
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR /@7 |

AUDERE-EST-FACERE _

WEDNESDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 1999
KICK OFF 7.30 PM
ADMISSION PRICES: ADULTS £5
SENIOR CITIZENS & UNDER 16’s £1

SEASON TICKET HOLDERS AND MEMBERS

{Season Tickets or Membership Cards must be shown)

FREE ADMISSION

26 Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)




€ remains an
Henigma, 2
striker who

can turm a game
with ane piece of
sublime skill. But
ex-Palace hitman
‘Stanley Victor' as
Villa boss john
Gregory calls him,
tongue firmly in
cheek, remains fair
game for the
waiting hacks as he
continues to hit the
headlines on both
the back and front
pages.

BIZARRE INCIDENT

Only last weekend, Stan Collymaore
was at the centre of a bizarre
incident which resulted in the
sending-off of Manchester City

for sure, life's never dull when
Stan's around.

"He's already striking up
a good understanding
with Geoff Horsfield and
I hope they'll develop
into a threatening strike
partnership."

After a nightmare spell at his
boyhood team Aston Villa, the place
which Stan proclaimed as ‘the club
where 1 will finally settle’ shortly
after signing for £7 million in May
1997, the 28-yearold has been
given one final chance to save his
tempestuous career, at the multi-
millionaire's playground of Craven
Cottage, home of Fulham Football
Club.

Following a seasaon where Collymore
was admitted to a clinic suffering
from stress after being accused of
beating up his showbiz girifriend
Ulrika Jonsson, the former
Nottingham Forest and Liverpool
player is eager to make up for lost
time.

.

that he wants to. He's big and
strong and likes to run at defenders
: and gives us something extra."

! FLOURISHED

defender Andy Morrison. One thing’s

12 '-' : : 11 id .lnl.q

youngster Sean Davis for _
the opener in & 2-1 win. After :
that performance, partner Horsfield
revealed himself to be another fan.

“I'd love Stan to stay on a
permanent basis and he has said

: Frank Clark, Roy Evans and John
UNQUESTIONABLE

Gregory all tried to steer Collymore
TALENT in the right direction but ultimately
Eardier this failed - all three forced to sacrifice

his goalscoring
prowess for a

& guieter life.

§  However, the
likes of Colin
Murphy and Barry
Fry were abie to
make progress

summer, Fulham
owner Mohammed
| Al Fayed and
manager Paul
Bracewell rescued
Collymore from his
Midlands hell by
taking him on a

three month s "h?k
loan with a SR
view to a 5

permanent move.
After his
devastating spells in
the First Division with
Southend and Forest, could
this move finally provide the
wayward striker with a fitting
location to display his

flourished
under their

§% leadership - a
fact that is

{ sometimes

§ forzotten

- ¥ amid all the
stories that
adorn the
Sunday morning
: tabloids.

unguestionable talent?
In a division
which pundits
believe is the
toughest on record,
Collymore may yet
& prove all his
§ doubters wrong and
provide the
Cottagers with the
spark that could
lead them to a
fairytale berth in the
Premiership next
season. If this
becomes reality,
Bracewell's 'gamble’
will prove to be the
signing of the summer.

I don't think it's a gamble
signing Collymore at all,”
insisted Bracewell. "He's
proved that with some
good performances
already and he's worked
hard since coming to
Fulham.

GOOD UNDERSTANDING

“He's already striking up a
good understanding with
Geoff Horsfield and | hope they'll
develop into a threatening strike f":_‘-'f‘:\
partnership.” L
Fulham's Worthington "Cup first leg
clash at Third Division Northampton
Town was a case in point, when
Collymore treated the fans to his
trademark electrifying runs and
awesome power before setting up

Marcus Lee
Collings Sport

J

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times
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ACTION REPLAY FROM PALACE’S LEAGUE MATCHI

Nationwide League Division One
Saturday, 7th August 1999
Crystal Palace 1 (Rodger 67)
Crewe 1 (Rivers 84)

. Attendance: 13,664 TS
PALACE: Digby, Smith, Frampton, Austin, Mullins, Bradbury, Morrison, Rizzo
(Evans 61), Linighan (Tuttle 77), Carlisle, Rodger.
CREWE: Kearton, D. Wright, Smith, Macauley, Little, Charnock (Rivers 71), Jack,
Lunt, Unsworth (S. Wright 67), Sorvel, Grant (Tait 45).

Referee: Mr J. Kirby

Bookings: Palace - Bradbury, Smith. Crewe - Unsworth, D. Wright

% S éﬁ



Nationwide League Division One
Saturday, 14th August 1999
Barnsley 2 (Barnard 44 pen,

Sheron 63)
Crystal Palace 3 (Rodger 24,
Austin 59, Bradbury 74)

Attendance 14,461
BARNSLEY: Bullock, Appleby, Richardson (Eaden 61), Moses, jones,
Hignett, Shipperley (Hristov 84) Barnard, Sheron (M. Bullock 83), Van
der Laan, Austin.
PALACE: Digby, Smith, Austin (Harris 89), Mullins, Linighan,
Frampton, Thomson, Woozley (Hibburt 72), Rodger, Bradbury
(Svensson 80), Morrison.
Booking: Palace - Bradbury.

ustin heads home Rodger's
comer kick in the sgth minute.

Photographs

by Neil Everitt

and Action
Images

at all times) 29



SELHURST PARK
CLUB SHOP

SELHURST PARK STADIUM, LONDON SE25 6PU. TELEPHONE: 0208 768 6100
OPEN: MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.30 TO 5.30 MATCHDAYS: 9.30 - KICK OFF
AND HALF AN HOUR AFTER THE GAME

mited adult slzes availa
More stock at the end of August
Some children’s shirts in stock now

REPLICA SHIRTS REPLICA SHORTS

SMALL BOYS . £28 SMALLBOYS  f14
MEDIUM BOYS  £28 MEDIUMBOYS  fi
LARGE BOYS £28 LARGEBOYS  fi14
YOUTH £33

SMALL - £38 MEDIUM

MEDIUM sEEmE £38 LARGE

LARGE - £38 XLARGE
XLARGE £38 XXLARGE

XXLARGE T . 38
REPLICA SOCKS

FOR MAIL ORDER TELEPHONE:

0208 768 6190

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY SUPPORTER.
DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS AND SEASON TICKET HOLDERS.

SELHURST PARK CLUB SHOP & MAIL ORDER

0208 768 6100

30  Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)
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i - when you've got something %
: to play for, something
: obvious which is right in front of your

: nose, then you do work hard. We just

i have to try and maintain that standard
: on a game by game basis.”

: HARD WORK
claimed the three points  : And no one typified the effort than
which is vitally important € match-winner, Lee Bradbury.
for us this'year.” i “Bradbury had 8 minutes of hard

: work,” added Coppell. “We had Matt

The legacy of last
S@aASON's scrappy away
form lingered in the mind
in the build up to

Palace’s trip to Oakwell NO WHISTLE . Svensson on the bench who is just
last Saturday. The Centre-half Andy F-m'_ghﬂ“ i coming back from a long-term injury
bookies made the game was more surprised by : and he was raring to go. With ten

a home-banker, with ex- the speed at which the : minutes to go it was nice to be able
Eagles Dyer, Shipperley home side had been i to put someone on who would chase
and Thomas all to score. allowed 1o take the free-  : things put over the top - a fresh pair

A drubbing of his former kick. I don't know what  : of legs. Lee worked very hard for the
club to welcome Dave the rules are, but | : team and he thoroughly deserved his
Bassett to the Tykes' hot thought the referee was goal.”
seat. No problem. suppasec th get thewall  § o, e points left Palace fourth in

¢ aER JESE e At B the fiedgling Division One table. It left
Unfortunately, that hot least give the players a = gb[ ‘ ’f"ﬁ 4 e =t

¥ i o 2 7 : Ba [ f the t thi

seat must be steaming by now. The | . get organised,” he said. ; Bamnsley botto m of the lot. _"jrn_r!( we
ex-Palace manager was dumped ! *Them was fic whi expc-{,ed a sterner test from Bamnsley,

. SO We were
disappointed. Whether it went over
the line is another point.”

! said Linighan, who had returned to
: the starting line-up in place of
! Qakwell-bound David Tuttle. “But the

unceremoniously by a resilient and
inspiring Eagles display in south
Yorkshire. Dyer didn't even play, while

T Tene

Shipperley's efforts were rewarded i The uproar surrounding the goal i boys worked extremely hard to not
with a late substitution as the Tykes' @ threatened to ruin the afternoon for : give them time on the ball and disrupt
strike-force came up against a brick : the vocal travelling support, but the : their game plan. It’s credit to us for
wall. Who would have predicted an i goal-fest was not over quite yet. That : getting the crowd,on their backs.
away win? When the home side i the Eagles came back to claim a { “We have a youngish team - there are

threatened incessantly in the dying deserved win is testament to the spirit
minutes, not many. : instilled in the squad by the Palace
management. Lee Bradbury's perfectly
executed side-footed finish settled the
five-goal thriller and left Bassett .
fuming into his Bovril. i For the veteran defender, the final

: whistle was greeted with a ceriain
i relief. “You need a little breather at 37

: not that many experienced players

apart from myself. That's all credit to

: the young lads who have come in and
worked really hard for us.”

crran

“In the end | suppose we were
holding on,” said a relieved Steve
Coppell after the game. “The players
in the dressing room felt in the end : ;
that the fates had conspired against i "€ win was founded on good old-
us after what we considered to be a  { fashioned hard work. The performance : you know,” admitted the former FA
dubious penalty - I'm sure the heartened the manager: “In midweek | Cup winner. “It's just nice to get al
Bamsley public might disagree - and | when we were 2-1 down we d;qn: : three: points.™ = £
then a goal which may or may not i work as hard as we should and as we

have crossed the line.” did todzy. We should have been

working harder. it's just that mentality
HARSHLY PENALISED

Indeed, the win came against all the
odds. Leading through a close-range
overhead kick, scored by the skipper,
Simon Rodger had been harshly
penalised on the siroke of haif-time
after running shoulder to shoulder
with Craig Hignett into the area.
Darren Bamard duly slotted home the
penalty.

But the Tykes' second egualiser was
equally controversial. A quick free-kick
was thumped against the bar by Mike
Sheron and rebounded off the line
back against the woodwork. Once they
had cleared the ball, the Palace
defence turmed round amazed to see
the referee signalling a goal.

“There was a ceriain element of doubt
amongst the assistant referee and my
players,” admitted the Eagles
manager, “but to have conceded two
goals llke that it wouldn't have
surprised me if they had grabbed a
thlrrj But we hung in there and

PP o

: By Dominic Fifield

Dial Palace Ciubrall on ©



alace strikers are a
Pst{ange breed. The
last ten years has
seen Selhurst Park develop into a
veritable pantheon of forward ability,
starting with lan Wright and Mark
Bright's golden partnership during
the latter years of the Eighties and
progressing steadily through such
names as Stan Collymore (albeit
briefly), Chris Armstrong, Dougie
Freedman and Matt Jansen in the
Nineties. However, with the exception
of Wright (who is, with probably
| some justification, more remembered
| for his goalscoring feats with Arsenal
rather than Palace), those same
strikers all seem to have fallen on
I hard times after leaving South
London: Bright was unable to
recapture the form that brought him
so many goals at Selhurst and did
not last very long at Sheffield
Wednesday, Armstrong has been
injured for much of his career with
Tottenham, Freedman was a flop at
Wolves and has only done well in
fits and starts for Forest and Jansen,
who has the potential to be one of
the best strikers in the country, was
relegated with Blackburn and has
been blighted by fitness probiems.

“It’s important to get a
good education and | had a
great time at school. But
the best part of the day
was always football at
lunchtimes!”

Collymore, meanwhile, has eamed
more backpage headlines in the last

| two or three years than most

| celebrities manage-in a lifetime and
amassed enough money in transfer
fees jo wipe off the national debts
of a clutch of South American
countries.

| IMMEDIATE IMPRESSION

Now, the mantle has been passed
onto the still exceedingly young
! shoulders of Clinton Morrison, a 20-
| year old striker who has all the
potential to be the next 'great’ to
| emerge from SEz2s. Morrison made
i an immediate impression when he
| scored with virtually his first

kick in & Palace first team jersey,
against Sheffield Wednesday in the
last game of the doomed 1997/98
campaign. Perhaps a little
surprisingly, given Morrison's
effervescent personality, he admits to
having had a few butterfiies on the
day of his Palace bow: "l was a bit
nervous,” he confessed. "l only
knew | was going to be a
substitute the day before the
match so | didn't have much
time to prepare for the game.
When | came on, the score
was 0-0 and there wasn't
very long to go. | just
wanted to get my first touch
and settie sown a bit, but
with my second |

manzaged to score

so that was just

perfect.” There

was something

touchingly
symbolic
about the
manner of
Marrison’s
strike,
coming as
it did
from an
Attilio
Lombardo
pass. The
significance of
the 33-year old
Lombardo

Clinton's Favourites
; Hobby: Shopping (in his words, 'l

i ~ enjoy looking good’)

Players: Pele & lan Wright
TV Programme: Eastenders

(who was destined to leave shortly
afterwards) passing on the title of
‘crowd favourite' to the youthful
Morrison was befitling of the
occasion and seemed to earmark the
Tooting born forward for success -
even though he had spent barely ten
minutes on the Selhurst turf.

JUMPERS FOR GOALPOSTS

Morrison went to school in Putney
and Richmond and, again
surprisingly, insisis he enjoyed the
atmosphere of the classroom almost
as much as that of the sports field:
"] enjoyed my lessons, especially
English and Maths. It's important to
get a good education and | had a
great time at school.” He pauses
before inevitably adding, "But the
best part of the day was always
football at lunchtimes!™ Having been
rejected by Tottenham, Morrison was
asked to play a trial match by
Palace's youth supremo Peter
Nicholas and, in keeping with his
record of making strong first
impressions, registered a hat-trick. A
YTS contract soon followed and it
was not long before Morrison began
scoring goals for fun in the youth
teams. “Peter Nicholas has
always been brilliant to me,”
said Morrison, who clearly has
enormous respect for Palace's
former Welsh international.
"He knew what | was capable
of and, whenever | wasn't
performing for some
E reason, he was
always quick to
give me a kick
up the
backside.
He also
gave me a
lot of
good
advice
on how
to
imp-
rove
my game

espetially
my
finishing.”
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HE'S ALL WRIGHT

Nicholas obviously did a good job. Morrison was
Palace's leading goalscorer last season, a record in
keeping with the forwards listed earlier (Wright,
Bright, Armstrong and Freedman were all leading
Palace's scoring charts in their first full seasons at
Selhurst). Indeed, Morrison has been hailed in
some quarters as the ‘new lan Wright', a view
seemingly endorsed by manager Steve Coppell,
who brought Wright to Palace from Greenwich
Borough in 1g85. “He reckons | have some of
lan's qualities,” Morrison commented, "and
obviously it's nice to be compared to such a
great player, but | would like to be recognised
on my own merit. Besides, lan Wright is such a
unique striker I'm not sure anyone can be
compared to him.” And what on having such a
remarkable first season in Palace colours? "It
was unbelievable. At the start of the season
there were |oads of other strikers at the club
and | thought that I'd just be used as a sguad
member. But the financial problems meant
that quite a few players left so | got my
chance a lot earlier than expected.”

FUTURE PROSPECTS

Now, it seems, Clinton Morrison has the
woarld at his feet. It will surely not be long
before he joins his good friend Hayden
Mullins in the England under-21 side and,
from there, almost anything is possible. He
has been linked with a host of top clubs
during the summer but, refreshingly, seems
committed to the Palace cause: "l love the
club,” he said, “and if it were possible I'd
like to stay here for the rest of my
career.” Palace fans have heard this
before from many other players who
insisted their loyalty to the Eagles was
unguestionable before promptly
vanishing from South London. But, with
Morrison, the commitment seems
genuine - as it often is with players
who have risen through the youth
ranks at a club. The youngster is also
mature enough to realise that the time
will come when he want to sample
new pastures but, for now at least,
Palace fans can rest assured that their
red-booted hero is going nowhere.
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PALACE CROSSWORD

ACROSS

6.

10.

12,

18B.
19.

22.

Brilliant young West Ham
midfielder (3.5)

What three winning points
score in tennis (5)

Vigo, a promising
Spanish side (g)
Raymond, one of Scotland’s
best professional golfers (7)
Wimbledon champ once again
(4.7)
Newcastle's supporters
G.4.4)
Goes to a football match (7)
His time as Sampdoria
manager was short-lived (5)
Strokes on the green (5)
Athletics spear (7)

Answers on page 63

DOWN

i

11.

13.

15.

16,

17.

20.

Brilliant Chelsea midfielder
(5)

Cut down an opponent (6)
Norwegian striker (3)
Captains do this at the start of
the match (4,2)

Vizalli’s nationality (7)

Victory by a big margin
Athletes like to set new ones
@

Goalkeepers always want one
(4.3

Teams in the English
Premiership (6)

1g70's German striker (6)

The greatest manager never
to be knighted? (s5)

Wilkins, the man of many
clubs (3)

QUICK QUIZ

Five questions about Palace's Premiership campaign of 1997/98

1. Palace established an unwanted record in this season. What

was that record?

2. Who was Palace's only ever-present in 97/987?

during the league season?

Park?

. How many teams scored three goals against Palace at Selhurst

. How many wins did Palace record on their travels?
. Who scored twice in our cup win over Scunthorpe at Selhurst

FIVE ABOUT PALACE

1. Bill Davies became Palace’s first full
international in 1908, when he faced Scotland
at Dundee. Who did he play for?

2. Which two Palace strikers registered hat-
tricks for the Eagles in our 8-0 win over
Southend in the Rumbelows League Cup in
19897

3. Two clubs have beaten Palace 9-0 - can you
name both of them?

4. How old was Phil Hoadley when he made
his Palace debut against Bolton in 19687

5. Who did Palace play in their first Football
League game in August 19207

FIVE ABOUT SWINDON

6. Former manager Steve McMahon, who
scored against

Palace in the FA

Cup semi-final of

1990, joined the

Robins from which

club?

7. Which trophy

did the Robins win
in 19697

8. A year after

their Wembley
triumph in '69,
Town picked up
another piece of
silverware - which |
one?

9. How many i
goals did Swindon |
concede in
1993/947

10. Sam Allen is by
far the longest serving manager in Swindon's
history?

FIVE ABOUT FOOTBALL

11. Which club holds the record attendance
for an English football match held outside
London?

12. Which team were the unfortuante
recipients of a 36-0 defeat at the hands of
Arbroath?

13. When was the last time a team other
than Rangers or Celtic won the Scottish
Leagug championship?

14. Which team was stripped of the title
'European Champions’ after a financial
scandal in 19937

15. How many different English teams have
won the European Cup?

Steve McMahon

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times) '35




stal Palace extend a warm
i ‘ welcome to this afternoon’s
isitors from the West Country,
Swindun Town, for this our third

RETURN TO GLORY

Aside from their famous League
Cup Final win in the mud at
Wembley against Arsenal in
1969, the most notable
achievement in

| ‘Swindon’s history was

| their promotion to the
Premiership in 1993 — the first
time that the club had graced
the top flight.

in the years leading up to that
success the Robins had slowly
established a side that had
the potential to grace our
greatest stage. Their revival began

in the mid-Be's under Lou Macari

and was taken on by Ossie Ardiles
before Gienn Hoddle led Town to
promotion courtesy af a thrilling play-
off final win over Leicester City.

However, the seeds of doubt were
sown when Hoddle departed for
Chelsea during the close season and
his assistant, John Gorman, took over.
Despite Gorman's greatest efforts
Swindon found themselves rooted to
the bottom of the division throughout
the season and suffered a seemingly
inevitable relegation. Swindon,
though, had wop many friends with
their particularly attractive style of
football and many pundits tipped
them for an immediate return to the
Premier League only for the Robins to
suffer a subsequent reiegahnn to the
2nd Division. 3]

A new manager ame in, Steve
McMahon, who relighted the fire at
the County Ground. The title was
secured at the first attempt and
Swindon, buovant after this success,
seemed set to take on all-comers in
the 1st.

STANDING STILL

The anticipated revival did not ocour
and having overseen two seasons of
mediocrity in this division the club's
board brought in crowd favourite,
Jimmy Quinn, to take over as boss in
October of last year. Although this
change sparked an inevitable short-
term revival with consecutive wins
over QPR and Crewe, the side
continued to be blighted by
inconsistency. Too often Swindon
would follow up impressive wins
which highlighted their patential
such as 2 3-1 trumph over
Bamstey and a 1-0 win against
Wolves with dismal defeats at
Bristol City and Oxford United.

su OlfSIA

| league game of the 1999/200C season.
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i Having fought so hard to become

: established as one of the brightest

i to be standing still.

© RELEGATION SCRAP

i Ultimately the threat of relegation

SWINDON players pulled out
TOWN - all the stops in the

F.C.

I T

B R LT T S TN i

: display

: defensively,
i the Robins
| rarely threatened
: the home side’s goal.
: The closest they came
: to scoring being a

i scorching long range

: free-kick from veteran
¢ winger, Mark Walters,
: which James Walker

i did well to tip over.

: What was pleasing

i was that the defence

: seemed to have got

i over their tendency from

concede sloppy goais
i with the impressive

loomed large over the
County Ground. With
tzlented players of
the likes of George
Ndah, iffy
Onoura and
Chris Hay in
the side it
seemed
inconceivable that the
Robins could be
demoted once agsin, but
fortunately these

final few weeks of the season to
ensure another year in the ist
Division. Indeed, Swindon won here at
Selhurst Park in April of last season
far more comfortably than the 1-0
scoreline sugzests with a performance
that seemed to promise better
times in the future.

POINT FOR STARTERS

On paper Swindon were given the
perfect opportunity to get their
league campaign off to a good
start. A fixture against the
newcomers to the
division, Walsall.
Boosted by the
inclusion of new
signing from
Peterborough United,
Guiliane Grazioli,
fimmy Qwrrn’s side
travelled to the
Bescot Stadium
confident of
securing an early
three points.
However, despite
putting in an
encouraging

the previous season to

FRANK TALIA

¢ Gareth Hall marshalling the back four

: well. Frank Talia, too, showed the form
: clubs in the league, Swindon appeared | which is keeping ex-Palace voungster
¢ Jimmy Glass out of the side with a

: ‘great stop from Mark Robins' header.
i Although the hoped for win had not
i materialised, a point and a welcome

clean sheet was not bad
for starters.

1 EMBARRASSING DEFEATS

1 What has followed in the
fortnight since that draw

4 has been far less pleasing
for the Swindon faithful. A
heme game in the st
round of the Worthington
Cup against lowly Leyton
Orient seemed to provide
the perfect opportunity
for their much-heralded
strike force to cash in

i with a number of easy goals. However,
¢ the East London outfit provided much
: stiffer apposition than had been

¢ expected and surprised everyone by

: coming away with a 1-0 win. What had
i previously appeared to be a

comfortable passage into the

more lucrative stages of the

.. = competition now threatens to
‘«f become the upset of the round.

A televised game
against Ipswich
on Sunday
% gave Town an
#_ideal chance to
' bounce back from
their humiliation
and after Grazioli,
B who was finding space
- well in the Ipswich
" defence, gave them a
deserved early lead it
looked as though they may
8= well tiumph over the team
J that holds something of a
recent hoodoo over them.
It was ot to be. Johnson
and Naylor, who are
already forming an
impressive partnership for
the Poriman Road side,
tore the previously assured
Robins defence to shreds
and the final score of 4-1
to ipswich was more than
" justified. A win is needed,
. -and Swindon come to
Palace today with the
knowledge that thiey did the
. double over the Eagles iast
seasan What is imperative
is that Swindon do not
i concede as their forward
i line of Ndah and Onoura
has not struck goid yat this
season.

iy
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JIMMY QUINN

Farmer Northem Irefand striker Jimmy

| Quinn is approaching the end of his
. first year as manager at the Caunty
. Ground and the j
| 39-yearold is
- hoping foran |
- upturn in fortunes
' after making a low
key start to the

" new campaign.
[1*it could be better.
" 'We had a good
| result against
i ‘Walsall and then
| we were terrible
.;,aﬁmst Leyton

| Orient, while
| against Ipswich we
 were beaten by the
| better side,” Quinn

“admits.
| “However, I'd

rather struggie at

season than at the

" end and there's plenty of time to put
it right.”
[/ BATTLING QUALITIES

“Swindon finished just three points
. 'above the relegation zone last year

and Quinn concedes that without

‘having the spending power of mega-
 7ich clubs like Blackburn and Fulham,
'his side have to rely on their battling |
| qualities and team spirit. "You look at :
' the league and it's going to be a lot ~ °
| tougher this year, with the teams
. coming down and also the teams
/' coming up. Like Palace, we have to
/'make do with what we've got and :
;_-wmake sure that the players have belief
in themselves, That's the nature of my :
. job. I knew that when | taok it on and !
it's 2 question of being positive. Like
| a lot of other teams I'm looking to the
50 points we need to stay up.
| ‘We've got to be realistic and it's
"I going to be tough. Four or five players |
. left during the summer and we can't
" replace them at the moment. I've got
“to'try and wheel and deal and get a
. couple out to get a couple in.”
'S0, how does Quinn intend to get the |
/'Robins maoving in the right direction?
|| "We've got to tighten up a bit in
. defence because we haven't been at = !
‘our best in the last couple of games. -
| The sconer we can do that, the
| 'sopner we can strive for better things.
 GREAT AWAY RESULTS
- "I hope we can improve on last year's :
. position. We had some great away
' results last year, and tended to play
. better away from home, because the
:?‘-players are more relaxed. At the
: 'County Gmund fur some reason, the

SWINDON TOWN

concerning our youth policy. We want
{10 get an Academy up and running,
- but it's going to take time. We're

: merves setin. It's very frustrating

: because as a manager you want

i money to spend, but I've got a good
¢ bunch of lads and where we lack

: ' guality we can make up for in effort.”

Although he hasn't

totally written off
fis own chances of
surprising a few of
the division's
‘wealthy brigade’,

money will talk in
i what he describes
| as the 'toughest
First Division ever'.
| "Ipswich are very

|l strong and have

| players, so i fully
expect them to
gain automatic

| promotion this
year. Although

¥ 1 think they'll

“Like Palace, we have to
make do with' what we've
- got and make sure the
players have belief in
themsetves, That's the
nature ‘of my job. | knew
that when: | took it on
and it's a question of
being positive”

: their own and compete with their
¢ rivals in future years.

i LONG TERM PLAN

“We have got a long-term plan here |

looking to the future with ambition

After ﬁnaﬂy hanging up fiis boots a

i yea: dgo aiter 2 glonuus goal-filled
. finale to his career at Peterborough
‘United, Quinn insists that he still

i itches to add to his impressive

goalscoring career tally. However, he

: also admits that the game has
: changed dramatically in recent years.

“When you play for 19 years you

certainly miss it, but it's different
. these days. It's disappointing to see

i the joy of piaymg takmg
¢ ‘second place in priorities
: to money, | ;ast hope that people
i running the g garwe can tum that

¢ arpund.® -
: Quinn is hoping that today's game will
¢ provide the spark which will fre

: Swindon in the right direciion, .

i although he concedes that the game

i is destined to be a hard-fought affair.
: ' "It's going to be a tou; me.

| Quinn believes that : il e

money to sign new
Coliings Sport

Blackburn have got :
i off to a shaky start
3 i 8 Sheff Utd (H D
i deﬁmte[v be up there, but you can't’

: rule put Birmingham and Nottingham
¢ Forest, It's like a second Premiership!® |
i Without the luxury of financial backing
i 10 pick up future stars, Quinn admits

: that the club are heavily focused on

fl Port Vale (A
il Bury
# Sunderland  (8)
: 1
Portsmouth

f watford (&)
Tranmere  (H)

Bolton H)

| developing their youth system, so that | Stockport

* the Wiltshire club are able to hold i Crewe

&l PR
& Ipswich
B8 Huddersfid (A

f Nowich (A

Barnsley

: A
& Ipswich

Palace got off to a good start and

; there seems to be a good team spm!
: at the club. Steve's a good manager,
: but we've got to give a good account
! of ourselves and hope we can get a

¢ result.”

Marcus Lee

LEAGUE RESULTS IN 1999

1999/2000 season

22 Ndah,
Onuora

Ndah

H West og

H) Hay 2,

Onuora
Howe

Reeves
2

Howe,

Hay,
Walters

Walters
Hay

Howe,
Hay

B Birmingham  (H)
i West Bom ()

i Palace ;

¢ and we want to produce kids who can. aC ®
i come through and succeed at a higher :

1 level” :

Ndah
Onuora

Onuora,
Ndah
Onuora
pen
Griffin

1-0

Grimsby (H 2-0

1-2

H L 13

1999/2000 season
(A) D oo

H) L 14 Grazioli
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Swindon Town :999/2000
BACK ROW (left to right): Alan McDonald (Assistant Coach), Craig Taylor, Gareth Davies,
George Ndah, Steve Mildenhall, Iffy Onuora, Alan Reeves.
Chris Hay, Bave Moore (Physiotherapist).

CENTRE ROW (left to right): Frazer McHugh, Robin Hulber, Philippe Cuervo, Charlie Griffin,
fimmy Glass, Frank Talia, Giuliano Grazioli, Mark Robinson, Lee Collins, Steve Cowe.
FRONT ROW (left to right): Sol Davis, James Williams, Mark Walters, Gareth Hall, Mike Walsh
(First Team Coach), fimmy Quinn (Manager), Scott Leitch, Ty Gooden,

Bobby Howe, Paul McAreavey.

e pundits have already written
Swindon Town off this season, Too
inconsistent; too fragile

defensively to compete in such 2

difficult league; too desperate after

Christmas; too bad. Such criticism is

vaguely ridiculous as anyone who saw

April could testify. The Town defence
might be breached from time to time,
but too fragile? With Iffy Onuora and
George Ndah up front? With Mark
Walters marshalling the
midfield? With Mark ~ = =
Robinson and Gareth Davies
at the back? If theyre .
fragile, then the bull ;
would come out second.
best in the

TY GOODEII

Lity
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proverbial china shop.

: Manager Jimmy Quinn has not been

i granted the luxury of his predecessors
i 'in the County Ground hot seat. Glenn

: Hoddle, John Gorman and even Steve

: McMahon all had a bit of money to
the Robins win here at Selhurst Park in : Zpsew"z;; ”f;rQ: i%':ii’dp;fi:il‘(’:gt?fg’md
: available for nothing and a scouring of
i the non-league. scene. It's more than

: Steye Coppell was able to do, but it

i may not be enough to alter the

i Robins’ ultimate ambitions.

Those ambitions must be to stay in
Division One. The pundits were
justified in predicting a relegation
dog-fight given Town's ability fo nose-

t®& dive in the blink of an eye. A few

f - years ago they were challenging at the
i other end before plummeting without
: trace; last year they appeared setf to

. be embroiled in the nerve-jangling
ast day skirmishes before Palace
and West Brom duly rolled over.
This year, Quinn's squad will be

| tested to the full.

It is not a squad

i without dass. In
gaal, Frank Talia is
sure to continue the
recent tradition of
Australians between the
visitors' sticks here at Selhurst
Park. Standing at 6™ 17, he joined

| Blackbum Rovers seven years ago and
i initially arrived on loan at the County
i Ground in November 1905. As back-up
i to Fraser Digby, he guietly learned his
i trade before taking his chance with

i some temific displays. It was Talia who
¢ shut the Eagles out last term. He will
i ‘be keen to do so again today. Contrary |
H i unior sides as 7 left-sided full-back,

: He made his debul as a substitute at

i home to QPR at the age of 18 and was
i thrown in for his full debut in the local

to press speculation linking him with
p!athcaily every club in land, Jimmy

. Glass remains a Robin with little
. 'thance to make an impact on the first ¢

i 'team. His remarkable heroics at Carlisle
i at the end of |ast season have eamed
¢ him a place in the history books, not

: least at Scarborough, but his chances

i ramain imited in Wiltshire. Ex-Easle

: Glass has been desperate to leave, but
: for the moment is having to make do

i with reserve team outings. It must all

: seem something of a come-down:

i Indeed, youth team product Steve

i Mildenhall may even keep Glass off

: the bench this afternoon. The 6" 5™

{ stopper made two first team

i appearances in 1995/96 and played as
: an outfield piaver the following year,

: ‘but is once again waiting for his

i chance to impress. At the back, Gareth
: Hall remains a strong performer at this
: level. The veteran former Chelsea and
: Sunderland man joined on a Bosman
: deal and impressed at times last

: season. The Crovdon born full-back

i boasts nine Welsh caps and is more

: than capable of filling any position

: across the back-line.

: Alan Reeves guit Wimbledon's Crazy

i Gang in search of first team football

i having failed ta follow in the footsteps
: of john Scales at Selhurst Park. The

i tall central defender has been

i frustrated by injuries, but notched up
: two goals in 24 appearances last

: season and added his vast experience
i to the Robins' rearguard. Mark

: Robinson, meanwhile, started his

: career at West Bromwich Albion before
i joining Barnsley on a free transfer back
: in 1986. A move to Kevin Keegan's

: Newcastle followed in 1693, for a fee

i of £450,000, and this increased to

: £600.000 when Swindon snapped him
 up in a cdub record deal a year later.

: Robinson tan play at full-back. in the
: middle or as a sweeper and continues
i to perform whole-heartadly at the

i heart of the defence.

: Craig Taylor is the younger brother of
: former Town favourite Shaun and

¢ ‘signed from non-league Dorchester

: Town for £25,000. Having scored a

i superb 35-yard goal on his Town debut
¢ against Port Vale, the 25-year-old has

; maintzined the family's links with the

i Robins and has become an integral

: figure at the club. Another ex-Eagle,

i Gareth Davies, hobbled out of the

i Robins' visit fo Selhurst last April

¢ having signed on a free transfer from

i Thames Valley rivals Reading a month
: earlier, Well-known for his commitment
i and aggressive style, the fiery-haired

: Welshman should revel in the

: atmosphere back in south London

| today.

i Cheltenham bern Sol Davis was offered
¢ a professional contract in the summer

of 1908 having stared in the Robing

J




last term and looks fike one to watch
| for the future,

midfield, Town have: tmded to neiy

in recent times. Since the days of !

the mdustnuugsmve McMahon more
“than the sublime passiag of a Haddle,
but that is not to do the Rabins an
injustice. Mark Walters has en;csyed a
new lease of life since joining on a

as proved 2 thom in Palaces su:ie
more than once since moving to.
Wiitshlre

winger is easily Town’s most
experienced player and is still more
than capable of terrorising oppaosition
defences; he scored eleven times last
season. Ty Gooden joined on a free

the Robins’ Division Two title in
395/96. Since then, however, injuries
wve limited his opportunities,

' the ammunition for the visiting strike
] Iferce this afternoon.

' Scott Leitch joined from Hearls for a
argain £15,000/in 1966 and was
amed club captain in the summer,
”.:such was the impression he made on

the tackle and capable of spreading
e play, the Scotsman typiﬁes the

Robin Hulbert, meanwhile, will be
oking to add to the six starts he
ade last year as he continues to

|| 'with Newcastle United was invaluable
‘and Hulbert should come to the fore
i this year. Lee Collins is another
|Scottish player snapped up fora
- small fee who has flourished in
' Division One, although injury
“ruled him out for most of last
| 'season. He was Town's most
;:‘ilnpmved player in 1997_!98
:and will be lacking ta re-
‘establish himself this time

! around.

;The midfield fiair is supplled
. by Frenchman Philippe

| Cuervo who signed from

| 'Sochaux. A broken ankle

i restricted his opportunities
 impress, but if he can earn
' himseif a starting place this

. term he should prove a force
" to be recognised at this fevel,
' 'Bobby Howe is an attacking

' midfielder signed from Nottingham
orest who has popped up with
ome vital goals since moving to
ie County Ground. Bom in |
nisford, the 25-yearold also
pent a loan spell at Ipswich
own before joining the

Uit

i ‘more on the physical 1har§ ‘the creative

Gorman, the engine room has reflected

e transfer from Southampton and

The former Villa, Rangers and hverpoul

" new Town bass limmy Quinn: Strang in

:.‘l_‘ develop into a fine player A loan spell

| 'derby with Dxford. He playedqz_a times

Sirpa s

Up: front, Jimmy Quinp has moved to
change the fnghtenmg. impasing

image: estabushed by his predecessor

with the digning of the tricky yet
diminutive Guiliano Grazioli from

‘Petetbarough. Grazioli dumped. -

Swindon out of the FA Cup whilst he

= 'was on loan at Stevenage Borough
two years ago - a strike he followed

up in a high-profile clash with

Newcastle United. He réturned to

i /Peterborough last term and notched up i Domimc Fiﬁeld

i five in an 8-0 maulmg of.Ba?net am:l

| the. i Posh caach Quinn. His
'arriv‘a_l on a free transfer is intriguing -
he should prove a decent foil for the

siant Iffy Onuora, who scored the only

: goal at Selhurst four months age.

Onuora enjoyed 3 memorable first full
i season at Town, grabbing 20 goals

i after signing for just £100.000 in March

i 1908. He leads the line lmpresswely

from Wycombe and featured strongly in

i

and, in full flow, is & Fightening SIght

. With George Ndah (featured ﬂg’nt]
: developing rapidly alongside, it is hard

i to see where Chris Hay lies in the

though he will be expected 10 supply | pecking order. The £330,000 signing

i from Celtic scored 13 goals in his first
i 18 appearances for the club, but he

£ has floundered samewhat singe.

7 N‘ggimg nmunas hampered his |

i progress, although he still chalked up
six goals in 18 starts last year,

battling nature of the Robins midfield.

i Presumabty his posmon

5! wm aven be

threatened by the

arrival of teenage

. prospect Charlie

2 | Griffin. The pralific

¥ former Chippenham

=" Yown man was tap
scorer i the Screwfix

__Lg;_ig_uel with 30 goals

i Swmdun and he shuwed

his ¢class by apening his.

i professional accoumt after just seve

¢ minutes of his debut against Bamsley
i last season. So goals should not bea

: problem. Quinn’s side know they are m

¢ fora 1ough campaign, but the Robins
: are more than capable of embarras’s '
i the pundits, The tag of underdogs

e T T oS

ealiEipERe

deembai d {1 sevaild FANEETY bo

: should spur them on. thmughout tile ;
i season. ;

GEORGE NDAH

Big George needs little introduction
here at Selhurst Park. Manager Steve
Coppell readily admitted that he
would not have sold the 6' 1" striker
if he had his time game; Ndah's

8 aerial ability and pace was sorely

missing when Palace slipped out of
the Premiership two years ago.

And, more’s the pity, the striker has
made the Eagles all too aware of
their loss ever since. At the County
Ground last year his flicked header
past Fraser Digby set up a z-0 win
for the Robins, while it was the leggy

i Ndah's marauding run down the left

flank which set up Iffy Onuora for the

# only goal of the game back at
i Sethurst Park in April. He has not

been afraid to put himself about,
either, admitting he was lucky to stay
on the pitch in the first clash last
Season.

But George typifies the quality
footballers produced by the Palace
youth system. When his chances
became limited here, he moved on
for £500,000 and could now be sold
for four times as much. Eagles fans
should welcome his return before
kick-off, but the only chanting of
‘Ooh, aah, George Ndah' to be heard
once the game is underway will be
from the banks of travelling Robins
cheering their man on. Palace’s loss
has been Swindon's gain.

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news ® (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)
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The clubs' last meeting at
Selhurst Park:
Saturday 17th April 1009

Football League, Division
One

Crystal Palace o
Swindon Town 1
(Onuora 51)

Attendance: 18,660

PALACE: Miller, Jikai, ot ‘
Petric, Austin, Burton (sub B - -
Svenssan 54, sub Carlisle r Arzenti ' ROLI- CALL

70), Thomson, Foster, ; ) SEASON 1999/00 (LEAGUE GAMES ONLY)

Frampton, McKenzie, ENEVIDS crun S |3
Morri Mulli S Ty Gooden Wycombe 1 -
DfTison, vu ins. 7 . Guliano Grazioli Peterborough 2 1
SWINDON: Taliz, Linton, Davies (sub ADORIEE LA Charlie Griffin Bristol Rovers - -
Robinson 29), Hay (sub Walters 75), Hall, : : Gareth Hail Sundertand 2
Borrows, Howe, Ndah, Onuora, Bradley o s Sl A Saiatad =0
(sub Watson 25), Gooden. 4 : RobinyHulheri - 2
: ¢ f Scott Leitch Hearts 1
Circumstances forced both Palace and g . Ememnc:uhgh c — 1
: 16 i . = e0rEe 8 rystal Palace 2
S}v_mdgn‘ to field makeshift sides for this Iffy Onuora Gillingham =
First Division clash towards the end of a L Mark Robinson Newcastle z
sedson that had been disappointing for Frank Talia Blackburn T
both outfits. or . g‘rzETayllor Dorchester Town 1{1) -
Clinton Morrison looked likely early on to ST & ,az,esﬁ,‘,?;fns ?m'mmpm" 1;(:) =
extend Palace's N Adam Willis Coventry -@ -

& praiseworthy
i run of ten

undefeated N  CRYSTALPALACEV 2
games. He koo SWINDON TOWN ;j)

. lobbed over in

only the fifth 5 : PREVIOUS MEETIHGS 3

. mir}ute. thEi:l hit o MGUE mis ' X rive
Swindon's right on  Home  Away Season  Home  Away  Division
hand post after | 1520~ Wio  W3a 195051 W20 Loz 3(8)

3{51

SYOLISIA

: 5925~ Wio L3

; quage; of an ot epe {:5

. hour, before 2728 Wio D33
.. Kevin Miller was 1928- W6 L3
" called upon to 19253 Wio L3
beat away a :,Vg: f ;'3‘
fierce drive from 932-33 ' Lo

= on loan Shane 193334 .lﬁ.z_;s

Bradley. George Ndah also drew a fine 5

Wag
save from his former colleague just before

W3o .  Wé3 3058
W3z Bt 3(8)
‘Deo  Dowo 308
Loz Do-0 315)
Doo L1z 3(8)
Wit Doo 31(8)
W3 les
- 'Doo Lo
Wi Lo-2
Wa2 Wio

37 2 Lo-4 W62 D1

the interval, but Palace had had the better 193738 : ;ofs_ 33-3 : lgz-l
s e 1 D22 50 &1

of the first period when the half-time ot Sty Wi s
whistle blew, 194748 D12 Doa W21 loa

Gl R R TR RV U PYR(Y)

However, Swindon took the initiative soon 15 D: : L2 - wao
after the restart and they did so with a | 184950 Dz Lz-g tod = Loz
superb goal in which George Ndah played fHEE S j :
a major role. He powered down Palace's Hiis: : :Season . Home Away . Raund
unprotected right flank in front of the main R ' g
i stand, then delivered a perfect low cross e
for the unmarked Iffy Onuora to lift inta ik
the roof of the Whitehorse Lane goal from i R R S ngﬂ!)
close range, i igerge Hiwag &
Palace put Town under some pressure e R A (R i
during the last quarter of the game, but i HER ovauu.nmm i i
§ the visitors were comfartably able to T Gl RO S L ) ‘::‘

achieve their second consecutive victory at

Selhurst Park and with it a season's

double over the Eagles - their second of
the term and some compensation for
their frustrations during 1998-99.

3w 8§ o2 -
s loz it

40 Dlal Palace Clabcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news @ (Calls are charged at upfmm atall tlmes)




—

"

=

uiliang Grazioli has had
Ghis fair share of fame in

recent years, but the 24-
year-old striker, who is playing
in Division One for the first Bl
fime in his career, is now 3 RSt
happy to just take a back seat. % =
Grazioli hit the headlines in the
1997/98 season when non-
league Stevenage Borough
enjoyed a memarable cup run.
Having already scored against
his present club Swindon Town
to knock them out in the
previous round, Grazioli hit the
equaliser to take Newcastle
United to z third round replay.

Last season he scored five
goals in one game for
Peterborough United against
Barnet in & Third Division
league game, but he knows
that feat will be difficult to
repeat two divisions up.

: disillusioned at not gstting a regular

TOUGH GAMES

“| knew there would be some tough i first team place and in the summer never even been to
games in this division this season,” : fumped at the chance to join

<aid Grazioli, reflecting on last : Swindon and ofd pal Quinn, | was

Sunday's 4-1 defeat at home to : in and out of the side at

ipswich Town. : Peterborough. Even though | was

: : scoring the goals Barry Fry would
"Some of the bigger teams who have | ning goa Ty Fry wou

i leave me out,” added Graziali.
come down from the Premiership | i i i
expect to be really tough to play
‘against, and there are also

some big clubs who were P '
pushing for promotion last So far | m Yy
 season but failed. pleased with the
*1 always feel confident Enove. I've settled
that | can score goals in really well and
against anyone, but | Jimmy has helped Selhurst
d_'ft‘; :h""?“‘ tiow 1'd gfa-‘ me in training as Park, so
wi e jump up of two " he did at it'll be

divisions until | tried it.

» another new

*I'm still apprehensive Peterborough. experience that
now, but confidence comes G I'm looking
with experience and at the moment  : rlmenﬁyed ”"*Li ‘ : forward to.
i = - ;. time tnere an
7 £eting thet v\:'rth SYcly. gaime ! think | matured as a “The more
play at this level. : like this |

¢ player, but when BacNECIiS
FREE TRANSFER . Swindon came in and the lay, the more

my game
develops. That
i can only be a

! opportunity was there for me to
: play in the First Division there was
: only one choice.

Grazioli began his career with non-
league Wembley, where he regularly
made his mark in his own unique

way. On three occasions he scored SETTLED IN = hasn’t set us any
four goals in'a game during a sreat
'5_easogn for the lfndon d;;f_ B i "So far I'm very pleased with the SEets yei, bt S

: move. I've settled in really well and
He_entered league football whefa .he © Jimmy has helped me in training as
arrived at Peterborough United i © 1, 4i4 at Peterborough. With his

October 1995 on a free transfer. Affer :

2 3 score the goals to
: expe | know | I tot.
loan spells at Yeovil, Enfield and s aalialns s eama

help keep the club

‘Woking he went to Stevenage i Grazioli will gain more experience up.
Borough and found fame, before : today when he plays against Palace

returning to Peterborough last : and at Selhurst Park for the first

saason. : time, but he is confident he can be Will Spong

- : the man that can help the club Collings Sport

After enjoving a great start to fast
season alongside current boss Jimmy £
‘Quinn he became increasingly He concluded: "i've never played

. achieve their aims.

Dial Palace Clubcall on 0Q068 400 333 for the latest news © (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times

against Crystal Palace and I've

good thing. fimmy

obviously wants us
to avoid a relegation
battle and I'd love to

OPPOSING VIEW
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Residential Lettings & Property Management

DIRECT m LETS

Whether you are a Tenant looking for a
home, or a Landlord looking for a
Tenant, we offer a friendly, efficient
and professional service to suit you.
Our offices cover a wide area of South
LLondon and Surrey, and our full
management service takes the worry
out of renting.

For the DIRECT Approach call

DIRECT LETS

SOUTH CROYDON SOUTH NORWOOD
0181 680 7811 0181 662 1122

Specialist NATIONAL RELOCATION
SERVICE also available

7T 0 W clicnimages com
worldwide copyright

§ /\ctionimages™

LEADING THE
WAY IN SPORTS
PHOTOGRAPHY

Image House, Station
Road, London, N17 9LR

football attraction

Ieurncy of cver _young fan.

www.hall-of-fame,co.uk

, g'& Information Hotline:
Bpm Wday from 'Il]am :til Bpm {last admission Spm)
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OAKWELL

i least fifteen this time
: around.

STUNNED BY LEE’S
CLINICAL FINISH

A rare away win and a
‘classy goal to settle the
result. Palace returned
from Bamsley with pride
well and truly intact and
three excellent peints in
the bag. The pundits were
looking slightly confused -
3-2 to Palace? Most had
Shipperley and Dyer down
to score a couple each
with Geoff Thomas coming
off the bench to notch a
late fitth. Forget it. The
Eagles were well worth
the win. “it was a really pleasing
afternoon’s work,” said striker and
match-winner Lee Bradbury. “For us fo
g0 to Barnsley and claim all three
points was really good. | was
ebviously pleased to get on the
scoresheet myself - it was an
excellent win.”

The result smacked of a Steve
Coppell away-day success; hard work
and effort bringing ultimate reward.
No one personified this approach
more than inspirational skipper and
goalscorer Simon Rodger. “Simon is a

the armband, he is playing with the
added responsibility of the captaincy,”
admitted Bradbury. “He has
responded well and has scored a
couple of goals. He deserves it.”

CONTROVERSY

But the win was not without an
element of controversy. lgnoring the
Tykes' claims of off-side against
Clinton Merrison when Dean Austin
thumped home the second, both
fiome goals could easily - should
easily - not have stood. The first, a
penalty, was generous. The second,
off the cross bar and out, bordered
on the scandalous.

*1 was behind the penalty inddent,
but it looked as if Jolly and Craig
Hignett were shoulder to shoulder,”
admitted the former Portsmouth and
Manchester City man. “He got into
the box and fell over. The referse fell
for it as well and gave a penalty.
Then their second gozl didn't cross
the line. It bounced down off the ling,
back on to the crossbar and back out
again. Fraser Digby did well to get a

lubca

Il on

Dial Palace C L} ]

: helped to

. obliterate the
: painful memory of

i the season’s opener
: here in south London. “I

good player and, now that he has got was absolutely gutted,” he said,

prascitpIETIY s aeaai

touch on the shot and
kept it out. They were
two goals we did not
deserve to concede. But
we played well as a team
and showed plenty of
spirit to keep coming
back. Clinton did well,
noticed my run and put it
into my path. | thanked
him after the game.”

& JUST REWARD

® The dedsive third was
just reward for Bradbury's hard work.
He has had his problems since
moving to Selhurst Park for £1.5
million just under a year ago - most
of them have been well and unfairly
publicised - but the goal may have
put him back on

course. It
will have

recalling the penalty miss against
Crewe. “I've been practising my
penaities all pre-season, trzining hard
to get them right and then, when it
came to the actual game | went and
missed it. Obvigusly the rebound
came down off the bar as well. You
just have to put it behind you and try
and forget what happened.”

The miss was untypical of the striker’s
pre-season form. He had netted
consistently both in China and in the
Eagles' friendlies, most noiably
against Premiership Leicester City
here at Selhurst. That calm, controlled
finish past goalkeeper Pegguy
Arphexad suggested the goals would
flow once the seascn was underway.
Bradbury still hopes they will.

“I've been telling myself to be

: greedier out on the pitch to try and

: get some more goals,” he said. “it
: worked in pre-season and hopefully it
: will continue now that I'm off the

mark. | just want to get more goals

i than last year. | ended up with twelve

i the standards | set myself. | want at

goals aver all which is not enough by

-y o
ot

f

: were beginning to click. The loan

i spell went well. | spoke ta Trevor

: Frandis at the end of the season and
i he said he would be taking me on

: this year -

LOAN SPELL
“It has been difficult to settle. Last
year | went off to Birmingham on
transfer deadline day after things

he'd come in and make an

: offer for me. For some reason he

i didn't do that. That was his decision.
i But really | just want to settle down
i here. I've moved around too much in
i my short career - | did well when |

: was at Portsmouth and was

: reasonably settled. | want to get a

! house down here and stay at Palace.”
: For the moment, the striker is hoping
! the early season form can bring

i another three points this afterncon.

: With spirit bolstered by the win at
: Oakwell, he is chomping at the bit to

et at Swindon Town. “The lads have

i tried to put the financial side of

i things in the background and get on
: with the matter in hand,” he said.

! “The problems will blow over some

Avane

i time, it's just a matter of when. At the
: end of the day, we are professionals
i and have to get on with our jobs.

“Realistically we are looking
at the play-offs if we can.
If we can reach fifth or
sixth it will be brilliant.
3l But it's a long season. |
know we are

fourth at
the
moment,
but theres

be making
predict-
ions, |
think.”

By Dominic Fifield

p -
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PALACE FIZZ WITH SEVEN UP
AGAINST THE ROBINS

n Good Friday 1gth April
0193_5,' Palace entertained
Swindon Town at Selhurst :

Park. Following a six goal i
victory against Newport six days :
earlier, the Palace supporters  }
found themselves cheering on
their favourites to another
comprehensive win, this time
going one goal better as they
won 7-0.
‘ Crystal Palace, chasing that
- elusive promotion place at the
top of Division Three South, :
began the game in the way they:
- had finished the previous week. :

Almost from the first kick,
centre forward Albert Dawes
raced away leaving the Town
defenders in his wake and
promptly scored. He then
repeated the same feat nine
minutes later, After a quarter of :
an hour it was 3-0 as Frank
Manders found the net with the
best shot of the game and ;
before the break james Purdon :
and Manders again gave Palace :
i~ an insurmountable advantage.

‘One Palace fan enjoying this
impressive victory was Charles - |
Hussey who was celebrating his :
ninety-first birthday from his
accustomed seat in the stand.

TOP FORM

" The Palace defence was also
in top form with good work
coming from the full-backs Ted
Owens and Ossie Parry which
ensured that most Swindon
attacks broke down before their |

forwards got within shooting
distance. With centre-half Jimmy
Wilde keeping Fowler at bay,
goalkeeper Ronnie Dunn had
little to do, and any shots that
came his way were straight at
him.

Swindon reshuffled their
forward line for the second half
and fought gamely. However,
they had the misfortune to lose
a man through injury and they
could not prevent Palace taking
their tally to seven with a
couple of goals from our left-
winger Bob Bigg. His first came
from a header, while his second
saw him putting the finishing
touches to a goalmouth
scramble after the ball had hit
the post.

The spectators at the game
had, as usual, been entertained

by the Crystal Palace Band, who :

had played a selection of
popular tunes. Season ticket
holders had paid £3 3 shillings
(£3 15p today) for a seat in the

main stand with ladies and boys '

(what about the girls!) being
charged £2 2 shillings (£2 10p).
it cost 6d (2 1/2p) to park your
car at the ground and even in
those days it was managed by
National Car Parks Ltd! For
those thinking of buying a

house, a semi-detached property

at Gladeside, between
Addiscombe and Shirley, would
cost £650 and to fumnish it a
three-piece suite started at f15
with @ bed priced from £3.

SIMPSON'S RETURN
Any pressure Palace had put

on the teams above them in the :

table with this emphatic

scoreline was removed by losing :

at home to Exeter the following
day. However, for the return
game at the County Ground on
the following Bank Holiday
Monday afternoon, Peter
Simpson returned to the Palace
forward line, having missed the

partnered Albert Dawes, who
moved to inside left, and after
twenty-five minutes he opened

the scoring from Purdon’s pass -

his first goal for two months.
Again it was the Palace team

that was the most impressive

and midway through the second

half, Briggs, the Robins
goalkeeper, pulled off a
magnificent save to deny

Dawes. Unfortunately, though, a
moment's lapse of concentration

allowed the Wiltshire side to

equalise through Tom Armstrong

and the faint flicker of
promotion that had existed
three days earlier was now
snuffed out with this 1-1 draw.

The match also transpired to
be Simpson's last game for
Crystal Palace as he did not
feature in the remaining two
fixtures and was transferred to
West Ham in the summer. The
Scotsman had joined us from
Kettering in 1929 and scored
165 goals in 195 first team
appearances, which included a

: hat-trick on his debut. He is still
the Eagles’ leading goalscorer

and his 54 league and cup

i goals in one season will surely

never be beaten.

THE 1934-35 SEASON

Manager Jack Tresademn was
beginning his fourth full season
in charge and, as with the
others, the Palace fans held
hopes that this might be the
one for gaining promotion from
Division Three South. Favourite

previous twa home matches. He i Albert Harry had now hung up

his boots afier thirteen years,
which was mostly spent on the
right wing, and eyes were on
his replacement in Scotsman
Jimmy Carson from Bradford.
Other new faces were full-back
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Ted Owens who joined in a rare
Palace deal with Preston North
End and went on to remain with
the club until after the War,
while the outside left berth was
filled by Bob Bigg, a local man
from Thornten Heath who joined
the club from Redhill. Forward
Albert Dawes had netted sixteen
times from the twenty-two
games he played the previous
season and it was his
partnership with the prolific
Peter Simpson, who had been
absent since February through
injury, that held most
expectations. In recognition of
his services to the club,
Simpson was awarded a benefit
match at Selhurst Park on the
afternoon of Wednesday 31st
October. It is of interest to note
here that in these days before
floodlights, matches were played
on Wednesday afternoons in an
era when shops had a half-day
each week.

DEBUT GOAL

Bigg started off in perfect
fashion, scering on his debut in
the first game at Aldershot

_THOSE WERE THE DAY%{

: which ended in & 2-2 draw,

: while in our first home game of
i the campaign against Cardiff on
i 15t September Albert Dawes

: scored five of the goals in the

! 6-1 victory. it was evident that,

i due to injury, Simpson was not
: as sharp as he used to be and

: Tresadern began to use him in a
i more withdrawn role as a decoy.
: This fact was borne out by the

! results for the first sixteen

: games in which he scored only
i seven goals, while twelve came
i from Albert Dawes and another
: dozen came from the wings. For
i a number of weeks the manager
: was unable to observe the
results of this sirategy as he

: broke his leg while taking part

: in a training match in late
October. Tresadern had to

: remain at home well into the

: New Year as reports were

: brought to him of the players

: and matches.

FRUSTRATING CAMPAIGN

In the league it looked as if

i Crystal Palace might make an

: issue of the championship.

i However, a cup humiliation at

! Yeovil, where we lost 3-0 on

i November 28th, coupled with

: heavy defeats at Reading (1-6)

: and Torguay (1-7) in December,

i seemed to knock some of the

¢ stuffing out of the side. Chariton
: finished champions and were

i promoted having proved their

i superiority to Palace in mid-

¢ February by defeating us 2-1 at

i Selhurst Park in front of our

! biggest crowd of the season. It

i must have been yet another :
: frustrating campaign for the fans :
: as the club, who had shown on
i its day that it was capable of

: playing exhilarating football and
i producing some emphatic

: victories, ended in fifth place.

: With Simpson's scoring prowess
i on the wane, it was left to

: another player to stake his

! claim here. Twenty-year-old

i Frank Manders, who came into

: the side in September, took up

i this role and was ever present

: from then on, scoring fourteen

: goals. Manders had made his

: debut when he was just

: seventeen, but this was his first
: extended run in the side. Such

: were his performances that he
soon came under the scrutiny of

other clubs, and in fact left the

following October for Norwich
: who paid a
: for his services. Another player

then club record fee

; who made his mark during the
i season was Nick Collins, who

i played in his first match in

i September. He went on to rank
: amongst the finest wing-halves
: the club has ever had.

i besides Simpson |eaving,

: manager Jack Tresadern moved

: across London to take charge at
i Tottenham. In retrospect, it

: could be considered that his

i time at Palace should have been | 3
i more successful, given the : Chy
i quality of players available at :
i his disposal.

: P42 Wig Dio Liz FB6 A6y
i Points 48 Position 5th

At the end of the season,

By lan King

PALACE V SWINDON

FIRST GAME
13.10.1506 3-2 HOME

S. LEAGUE

BIGGEST HOME WIN
19.4.1935 7-0 DIV. 3 (S)
BIGGEST AWAY WIN
1.11.1952  6-3 DiIV. 3 (S)
BIGGEST HOME DEFEAT
31.12.1910 2-§ S. LEAGUE
BIGGEST AWAY DEFEAT
£.12.1926 1-6
23.12.1961 0-5

DIV.3(S)
DIV.3

HIGHEST HOME ATTENDANCE
24,184 26.8.1961 HOME

LOWEST HOME ATTENDANCE
4,000 15.10.1919 S. LEAGUE
HIGHEST AWAY ATTENDANCE

17,619 6.9.1947 DIV.3(S)
LOWEST AWAY ATTENDANCE
4,642 15.4.1933 DIV. 3 (S)
LAST SiX HOME LEAGUE GAMES
D w W w L L

LAST SIX AWAY LEAGUE GAMES
w D D L w L

LEAGUE RECORD
P WD L F
HOME 38 23 10 5 86

AWAY 38 7 12 19 &5
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This year there are even more benefits as a
Palace member and we show here the
details of our three types of membership

| currently available fur this season.

ADULTS £20

*f2 DISCOI."IT ON T]I:I(ETS FOR I'IOHE LEAGUE
GAMES BOOKED PRIOR TO MATCHDAY. (APPLIES
ONLY TO MEMBERS TICKET.)

* Club shop discount 5% on cash/cheque transactions
over £5 (excludes sale goods and videos)

1 * 10% discount on club coaches to away matches.
| * Priority booking facility
‘| » Free admission to home reserve games.

| * Pre-match admission to Crystals &

* Members’ forums

. Colgiactable annual Palace pln badge (adult members
on

* Palace news delivered (from time to time) to your
door.

#x&zom""' ti
‘;ﬁﬂgpu&rf club 'niEm’be 3

bumonwms%su
SATURDAY 11TH SEPT KICK-OFF3:0

MANCHESTER CITY v CRYSTAL }

Our first match of the seasoﬁ«agmqsl

one of the promoted sides sees US<_: £ 3
making the journey to Maine Road. Theta: I
fare is £16.20 for season ticket holders an %‘ﬁ

Palace supporters’ club members and for non mé

£18 00. The departure time is 8.30am.

JUNIOR EAGLES £15
5-16 YEAR OLDS

* Membership welcome pack

¢ Bi-Monthly junior newsletter

= Signed Christmas card

* Exclusive Junior events and activities competition

BABY EAGLES £10
o-5 YEAR OLDS

* Baby welcome pack

* Baby Eagle certificate

= Free entry to CPFC Baby Eagle of
the season competition

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT GUARANTEE ADMISSION IF
THE STADIUM OR A PARTICULAR SECTION IS FULL TO
CAPACITY.

APPLICATION FORMS AVAILABLE FROM SELHURST
PARK STADIUM.

FOR MEMBERSHIP FORMS AND FURTHER DETAILS
CONTACT THE BOX OFFICE ON 0208 771 8841 OR CALL
IN DURING OPENING HOURS 9.30AM UNTIL 5.00PM
(Weekdays)

AT

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09063 400 333 for the latest news @ (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times)

j‘u._........
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: Tickets for this match are currently

RND =2ND LEG i on general sale.

Crystal Palace v

Colchester United i MATIONWIDE LEAGUE
Tuesda_y August 24th i DIVISION ONE

1999 Kick-Olf 7.45pm ! Sheffield United v
Adults f10 CnnCESSlonS £5. E CI’YStEil Palace
?.!Jﬁl;;DER 16’s GAIN ADMISSION i Saturday September 4th

i 1999 Kick-Off 3.00pm.

Season ticket holders’ seats willbe goats Adults £14 Concessions £8.

held for this match until 5pm on

Saturday 21st August 1999. : MATIONWIDE LEAGUE

: DIVISION ONE
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 5 i Crystal Palace v Grimsb
DIVISION ONE : h" M Tgvn :
Huddersfield Town v i Saturday September 18th
Crystal Palace : 1999 Kick-Off 3.00pm -
Saturday August 28th : Ticket prices: See panel below.
1999 Kick-Off 7.45pm. i The tickets for this match are

Seats Adults £13

Concessions £7

There are no tickets available prior
to the match, They will

anly be available on the day at the

currently available to members only;
: they go on general sale from
: Monday 23rd August 1999.

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE

Saturday October gth
#¥ : 1999 Kick-Off 3.00pm
i Ticket prices: See panel below.

: NATIONWIDE

: LEAGUE DIViSION
: ONE

i Crystal Palace v

: Ipswich Town

: Tickets are currently on sale to
: members only and will
: go on general sale from Monday

. i 13th September.

SELHURST PARK
BOX OFFICE

0208 771 8841

Mon to Fri 9.30am - spm
Saturday from gam on
Palace matchdays

McAlpine Stadium. i DIVISION ONE
i Crystal Palace v :
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 2 Portsmouth
g::;;’l%: {g:aiv ! Saturday October 2nd MATCHDAY PRICES
= 1999 Kick-Off 3.00pm.
g:i:';;:’;?pm” i Ticket prices: See panel below. 1999/ 2000 SEASON
: Tickets are are currently on sale to
fiiesday August 346t : members only and ik S
1999 ] Stanley Siephenson/Players/Glaziers
4 ¢ will go on general sale from Monday toun £
Kick-Off 7.45pm i 6th September 1999. e
Ticket prices: See panel below. : feslorComes /b Gl lowges) 150
ARTHUR WAIT STAND
Adult £20
BOOKING YOUR TICKETS Senior Citizen/Us6 £12
Box Office Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30am-5.00pm
Saturday (matchdays) *9.00am - kick-off and after the match, m:‘"‘“‘-"* kg =
(* When Wimbledon are at home, CPFC enquiries can only be dealt with Senior Citizen/Us6 £9
between 9.00am and 12 noon)
Telephone bookings: Box Office 0208 771 8841 Press 1 upon connection and | | HOLMESDALE STAND
. F Upper Tier (gallery) (no concessions) £23
please have your membership and credit card details ready. lifds Ties £50
Calls may be monitored to ensure high quality of service. A booking fee Lower Tier £16
applies. Senior Citizen /U16 £9
Tickets ordered by credit card may be collecied from the main box office up EARILY AREA
until three hours prior to kick-off. After this time, those pre-ordered tickets MAIN STAND (BLOCKS A& |)
are available from the ticket collection point. Patace Club Member £16
For after hours booking (24 hours) please call ticket master on 0207 413 Sealoy Chizen Member £
3555. Please note that only certain blocks are available on this service and PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL CLUB MEMBERS
no membership discount can be offered (there may be a restriction on the WHO PURCHASE TICKETS PRIOR TO THE
number of tickets available per transaction). A per transaction booking fee, DAY OF THE GAME WILL RECEIVEA £2
: ; DISCOUNT ON MATCHDAY PRICES.THESE
DLEs Randling charse applies. REDUCTIONS DO NOT APPLY FOR CUP
MATCHES.
FAX THE BOX OFFICE DIRECT ON 0208 653 4708.
; i == : ] FOR ALL MEMBERSHIP DETAILS, PLEASE
Ticket and travel information line: For general ticket & travel information 25hrs a day, SEE PAGE 46 OF TODAY'S MATCH
please phone the Palace infoline on 09068 400 334. PROGRAMME.
Please note that calls to this service are charged at 6op a minute at all times.

BOX OFFICE

o

Dial Palace Clubcall on 0QO68 400 333 for the latest news o (Calls are charged at 60p/min at all times) A7
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Swindon Town. Well

at least until the last
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walked out and jeopar-
dised any chance he
may have had of play-
ing for Palace again.

ROLLER-COASTER RIDE

Looking back at his
time at Swindon, Digby
can be forgiven for
spunding nostalgic. “I
had quite an eventful
time really,” he mused.
“l spent twelve years
there and we had a
real roller-coaster ride;
we had some great
years and same dire
years. Lou Macari brought me to the
club first of all and we got promoted.
We'd been promoted with a record
number of points the year before and,
after he bought me, we went up
again.”

“Fraser Digby will be received with
great affection on Saturday as he is
regarded very highly in Swindon,” said
Graham Reeves, a die-hard Robin and
creator of the club’s unofficial web-site.
“The fans did not want Fraser to go,
but there were contractual disagree-
ments with Town's then manager Steve
McMahon. At shot stopping he is one
of the best in the country.”

But the talented young goalkeeper was
no product of the County Ground
youth system. His formative years were
spent at Old Trafford under the eyes of
Big Ron Atkinson: “Lou brought me in
on loan initizlly from Manchester
United, but one of the reasons |
signed for the Town was because Ron
Atkinson got the sack at Old Trafford.
Alex Ferguson came in and said he'd
give me the same opportunity as
everyone else, but | was enjoying my
football down at Swindon. | was in the
first team and we were near the top of
the old Third Division. We ended up
getting promoted in the play-offs.”

Turning his back on the Ferguson revo-
lution, which would take some years
to bear fruit, a permanent move to
Swindon was sealed. Dighy's decision
should be put in perspective - the
Robins were enjoying a new lease of
life under Macari, while the intense,
desperate pressure to mount a realistic
league challenge at Old Trafford was
building up.

TERRIBLE EXPERIENCE

At the County Ground, success fol-
lowed success. “We had a few more
good years with Lou - we played
Palace a couple of times in the play-
offs along the way,” he said. “Then he
went to West Ham and Ossie Ardiles
came in. We went up into the old First
Division, but because of financial imreg-
ularities we were actually relegated
immediately back into the Third
Division. We were reinstated into
Division Two, but that was a terrible
experience. We had played some bril
liant football that year and it was all

Dial Palace Clubcall on ©90X

wasted.”

To have won at
Wembley, celebrated
promotion, but sudden-
ly find yourself a divi-
1 sion worse off must
have been devastating.
“it proved too much
for Ardiles. Ossie
moved on a year later
after the disappoint-
ment of not being pro-
moted,” he recollected.
An adeguate replace-
ment was waiting in
the wings. “Then Glenn
Hoddle came along
from Monaco. He was still playing
then, but tactically he was very aware.
A couple of years with him and we
were promoted to the Premiership.
That was superb.”

The demotion aside, these were the
golden years for Swindon Town. Once
they had stopped chuckiing into their
pints, even Oxford fans must have
acknowledged the outstanding quality
of some of the Robins football. They
passed teams off the pitch. On their
day they were untouchable. With Kevin
Keegan's Magpies running riot at the
top of Division Two, Swindon went to
St James’ Park and outplayed the
Geordies, emerging with a nil-nil draw
when they deserved more. This was
champagne situff.

ATTRACTIVE FOOTBALL

“When Ossie came in he brought his
own players in to play his style of
football - on the ground. That's the
way he liked it. Glenn came in and
adapted it to what he wanted and we
did play some atiractive football

“l actually went back to Man United on
loan over Christmas during Glenn's
spell at the club,” said Digby. “I
worked with Schmeiche! - that was
amazing - before going back to the
County Ground in January. We got to
the play-offs again and beat Leicester
4-3 in the final. it was probably the
best game of football I've seen. The
two play-off finals were both special -
we beat Sunderland 1-0 in 19590 and
then Leicester. That was a memorable
game. They were both incredible expe-
riences. That was the best time, real-
ly.”

Of course, the Premiership experience
under John Gorman was somewhat
chastening. The return trip to Tyneside,
@ year on, produced a 7-1 mauling
and, when Leeds scored five at the
County Ground on the last day,
Swindon had conceded 100 league
goals. At least Digby had the consola-
tion of missing most of the campaign:
“| missed a third of the season when
we were in the Premier League. We
conceded a record amount of goals,
but it was a good experience and one
that you want to resurrect really.”

Presumably the Premiership experience
was more appealing than picking the

ball out of the back of the
net every five minutes. Amid
the debris of the next few years - suc-
cessive relegations began to take their
toll - Digby remained loyal, even when
he might have looked for a move back
to the big-time. Afier all, he was an
England under-21 intemational who
had threatened to make it at a higher
level.

GOOD CAREER

“When | left United for Swindon | had
four under-21 caps and | was due to
play for England B to play italy at
Brighton,” he said. “Unfortunately, we
had an ongoing cup game against
Bolton so | couldn’t join up with the
squad. If I'd moved from Swindon 10
angther club a bit earlier then who
knows what might have happened?
Look at Nigel Martyn. He was at Bristol
Rovers but got a2 move to Palace and
now he's a full international playing for
Leeds. He went that way while | stayed
at Swindon - you just don't know with
football. 've had a good career and
hopefully I've got some good times to
come here.”

No longer a first choice stopper. Digby
moved on at the end of the 1997/g8
season. He was given a memorable
send-off. “The fans at Swindon were
different class with me,” he smiled. “I
was there for so long and did my best
and the supporters were marvellous.
They turned out for my testimonial and
virtually filled the County Ground,
which doesn't happen too ofien these
days. They were really good and |
enjoyed my time down there. Hopefully
| can develop the same rapport down
here and we can have similar success.”

This afternoon, Digby will be reunited
with old friends from the County
Ground. “One of my best friends at
Swindon is the manager this afternoon
- Jimmy Quinn,” he said. “1 played with
him when he was at Swindon first time
around, but there were also the likes
of Duncan Shearer, Colin Calderwood.
Glenn and Ossie were obviously spe-
cial, but we had some good players
down there.”

As for the game itself, there's revenge
to be exacted. Last season Digby was
welcomed as a returning hero to
Wiltshire, even if his new team's dis-
play was desperately disappointing.
The Robins hardly broke into a sweat
before running out 2-0 winners, so the
Eagles have a point to prove today.

“We were disappointed with that game
really,” added Digby. “We had a cou-
pleof decisions which went against us
early on - Lee Bradbury scored a goal
that was disallowed for off-side. | did-
n't really want to go back there and
lose - I'd have settled for a draw - but
they were something of a bogey team
for us last year. They did the double
over us, so | think we've got a litile
bit of a score to settle this

afternoon.

By Dominic Fifield

WS & (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)
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present a

SPORTING DINNER

Thursday 16th September 1999
Crystals Bangueting Suite, Selhurst Park Stadium

We are delighted to announce our first dinner of the new season

GUEST SPEAKERS

><  CRAIG BROWN >

NOOKIE BEAR & ROGER DE COURCEY

(Roger will no doubt have a hand in what Nookie will say)

plus
MC AND HOST
MR BARRY WILLIAMS

ONLY £450.00 & VAT FOR A TABLE OF TEN
To book your table/s please phone The Corporate Sales Team

0181 768 6000

This evening will no doubt he a sell out so don’t miss out
...-.phone today
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SIMON’S JOLLY
GOOD SHOW
DELIGHTS FANS

The dictionary definition
of hero is as follows:
someone of superhuman
strength, courage or
ability, favoured by the
gods and distinguished
by the performance of
extraordinarily brave or
noble deeds; an
illustrious warrior. It may
be going too far to state
that Simon Rodger fits
into all these categories
{even the most ardent
fan would be pushesd to
describe the spiky-haired
‘midfielder as a brave warrior and the
number of injury problems the former
Bognor Regis player has suffered
during his career pretly much rules
out any blessings from the heavens).
However, the 27 year old has certainly
transcended the ordinary during his i
time at Selhurst Park.

ADORED

it is not entirely obvious why Rodger
is adored the way he is. There have
undeniably been more flamboyant,
crowd-pleasing and, to be brutally
honest, better players during the nine
years he has spent at Selhurst Park,
but the fact remains that he is loved
by the Palace faithful. There are a
plethora of plausible reasons for his
popularity: his tenacity in the tackle,
the fact that he, along with manager
Steve Coppell, represents a link back
io0 glory years of the early nineties :
when Palace swept aside all that came :
before them to finish third in the old i
First Division and, perhaps most likely, i
his loyalty to the club despite the i
turmoil that has enveloped Palace in
the past few seasons. Leaving aside

the brief loan spells at Stoke and
Manchester City, Rodger has become a !
fixture in the Selhurst dressing room,
nofching up over 200 appearances for
the club since tuming professional in
1990. Two weeks ago, Jolly endeared
himself still further to the fans with a
typically pugnacious display in the :
heart of the Palace midfield - crowning :
his performance with a thundering :
shot that whistled into the top of the
net before Crewe goalkeeper Jason
Kearton could get a hand near it. The
ecstatic celebrations, carried out in

front of the Holmesdale
End that loves him the
& most, told their own
story.

DELIGHT

“It's great to get on the
scoresheet.as | don't get
too many,” said Rodger,
speaking after the game
with Alexandra. Indeed
he doesn't - that strike

Paiace career. A strike
rate of one per year
does not, Simon admits,
i look too good in the record-books:
probably should get a few more, but
not scoring many means that they are
all the more special when they do go
in. It was nice to score on the first
day and, in particular, in front of the
: home fans. Hopefuily; | cangrab
myself a few more before the end of
: the season.” The goal was, maybe, a
: ‘way of saying thank-you to the fans
: who had cheered him from the start
of the league's
opener. Affer all these
i years, does the
: supporters’ adulation
still have a big effect
on the likeable
Rodger? “it's always
great to hear your
name being chanted,”
he confirmed. “it
gives you a great lift
on the pitch and
enables you to play
with that extra 10%
which can make all
the difference.”

DISAPPOINTMENT

Rodger’s performance
apart, however, Palace
were disappointing
against Dario Gradi's
side. A frustratingly
soft goal was
conceded with just
five minutes remaining
and the dream starl
was rudely snatched
away - something that
annoyed Rodger as
much as anybody
else. “it was

S8 was only the ninth of his

! disappointing,” he

: commented. *We didm't pick
: the Crewe men up well enough and
: that gave their striker a relatively easy
: chance. It happened quite 2 lot last

: ‘season and we need to sort it out on
the training pitch before it becomes a
: habit this term.” Perhaps not

i surprisingly, given the problems that

i have cast a shadow over Selhurst Park
! in the past few months, the bookies

: have predicted a season of struggle

i for the Eagles. However, it is a view

i not shared by either the Palace squad

: and especially Rodger: “We've gol : i
i some very good players. We have a : g &
nice mixture of youth and experience il
: in the team and, provided we get the P
: team spirit we had at the end of last s I
NN

i season and work hard in training, we

: shouldn’t have too many problems.” g;rg}};:;};-;;l
: i
i LOYAL SERVANT o
- =3

B

: Simon's signing of his new contract

: g
i ‘was made all the more pleasing IE

: because it guarantees him a

¢ testimonial season next year - a just
i reward for nine years of faithful

i service to Crystal Palace. “It's a nice
: bonus,” he admitted. “The fans have
i supported me all the way throughout
my career and hopefully they can

: come out and support me again next
i season for the testimonial.” Rodger

¢ shouldn't worry unduly - there can be
: few maore certain things in foothall.

Andrew Fifield

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news o (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)

51



3 %’.

GF

We are delighted to announce that Croydon Council’'s Award
winning Adult Education Service (CETS) is coming to the Crystal
Palace Study Support Centre from September. This will be a 5
fantastic opportunity to leamn new computer skills, surf the net or
gain a qualification using excellent facilities and equipment.

Introduction to PC’s:

Leamn to use a computer confidently and understand the basic
concepts of word processing, spreadsheets and databases.
Tuseday or Thursday momings, 10-12.30 for 10 weeks at a cost
of only £55.25 (discounted fees are available).

Introduction to the Internet:

Learn to connect to the Internet; using E-mail; access, search and print
information from the World Wide Web and create a simple Web Page.
Monday or Wednesday Momings, 10-12.30 for 5 weeks at only £31.50.
For more information and to enrol please phone 0990 561 630

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

[ PROGRAMMEJ N
MONTHLY

& FOOTBALL COLLECTABLE

- Programme collecting for Non-Anoracks
A series afamcles by the Editor of Programme Monthly & Football Collectable Magazine
describing the different varieties of programmes that can form a collection.

1. Setting the Scene

The very fact that you are reading this
programme puts you into one of the
four categories of programme collector -
potential, latent, casual or confirmed.
The purpose of this series of articles is
to convery, those programme buyers
from the first two categaries into casual
or confirmed collectors by describing
the different types (zets) of
programmes, and by highlighting the
pieasures that can come from collecting
football programmes.

modest or impressive, and can cost as
miuch or as litile as you want to spend
on it. There-are no barmiers 10 entering
the programme buying market,
therefore, where you will find avid -
collectors from all walks of life.
Subscribers to “Programme Monthly”,
for instance, include solicitars, =
accountants, actors, schoolboys and
"girls, students, housewives, farm
labourers, factory werkers, teachers,
business axecutives - and an MP from
Mauritius. So it's not simply a ‘case of
“You've bought the programme - now
‘wear the anorak!? i
“What do | colled™ is not
ususlly a guestion which

A collection can be of any size, however AL 2
i endless variations of collecting themes,

¢ but there are accepted basic building
i blocks, and these will be described over !
i the course of the season in this series
; of articles. As well as describing the

: "sete”, and the pitfalls and pleasures to
i be encountered en route, we will try to
: point out what to ook for in terms of

i value and collectability and perhaps

;- give existing collectors - and those who
i accumulate programmes but don't

i tonsider themselves to be collectors -

: some ideas towards widening their

: horizons and deriving more pleasure

i from the hobby.

£ Most casual collectors will have a

- 'handful of “landmark” programmes in

i their possession - cup finals and semi

: arises in the early stages of a

: programme collection, which is first
: formed by the accumulation of

| programmes from various sources,

: mostly from the first few years of

: -attending football matches. If the

| collecting “bug™ bites, then anything
i and everything will be voraciously

i -added to 3 collection, and it is only
: when ambitions are limited by the

: availabllity of funds, that thought will
; have 1o be given to specialisation.

: The composition of each collection is

unigue to its collector, so there are

i fingls (if their team has been fortunate

: ‘enough to aspire to these heights),
:internationals, testimonials, special

i fixtures, major cup ties - each of which

: provides an interesting and achievable
set to collect. The regular supporter may
¢ make the point of buying a home match
¢ programme; those who follow the team
: away from home will take this a stage

; further, and the more committed fans

: could extend this to friendly fixtures,

i forelgn tours - all without leaving the

i confines of your favourite club. To

: expand horizons, you could go back in

i years, setting an earliest date (1950,

i 1960, 1970, 1980 for example) and

collecting programmes back to that

i starting point.

i Someone with a wider interest in

: football could collect other clubs, other
i leagues (perhaps venturing into non-

: league), other countries - the

:  possibilities are endless, and each will

i be covered over the course of the
Coming-season.

i “Programme Monthly & Footbalf

: Collectable™ contains at least 128 pages

: each month on all aspects of football

| collecting. The current edition is available
o pm‘ed £2.10 (inclusive of postage) from

- 46 Milton Road, Kikealdy, Fife, KY1 1TL; or
| send B x1st class stamps.

J
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SPONSORED BY

GIRLS FIVE-A-SIDE

only five a side tournament that was
held at Norman Park in Bromley,
Barclays Bank supported the event.
The tournament had twenty teams
competing from Bromley and
surrounding boroughs and it produced
a morning of football, which was of the
hlghest quallty

! The final saw Worsley Bridge School
In June we held another successful girls © School 4-0 to lift the trophy.
: Tournament co-ordinator and girls

i development officer Richard Kyle was

: pleased with the day’s events, “ it was
: pleasing to see how much quality of

i football was played by the girls and

: how they have progressed from the

: initial tournament. It is obvious that
i great stndes are hemg made in the

with Terry Byfield

The sponsorship of this scheme has received an award under the Government’s
Business Sponsorship Incentive for Sport

(pictured right) overcome Crofton Junior

development of female players at a
: very young age.”

SPECIAL NEEDS FUND DAY

The Bromley community
scheme, in conjunction with
McDonalds, Barclays and
Sports Match, ran its second
annual special needs fun day
at Majorie McClure School in
Chislehurst during the
summer term. Four local
schools were invited to take
part in this continued
development of the Bromiey
scheme.

Majorie McClure, Woodbroke,
Rectory Paddock schools from
Bromley and 5t Giles school
from Croydon each entered
two six a side squads to take
part in the day’s activities

which included table football m s
hardest shot and a six a side *“G"’: e Rm_"'"‘""‘

SATU RDAY SOCCER

Mini soccer is an ideal introduction to football for children of all
ages as it provides opportunities for more contact with the ball
and, as such, children have an increased opportunity to develop
their technigues.

Croydon football in the community eperate a number of mini
saccer centres throughout Croydon on a Saturday morning - just
turn up and pay as you play at £2 per session at one of the
following centres.

: competition.

{ The overall winners for the

: second year was the Marjorie
¢ McClure School and trophies
: were presented to the table

¢ football and hardest shot

: each child was given a goody
: bag supplied by the sponsors.

Abvraadrateratiretanns

Ashburton High School 9.30am - 11.00am
Byron Junior School g9.30am - 11.003m
Regina Coeli Junior School 10.00 am - 11.308mM
Selhurst Park 9.30am- 11.00am
Woodcote Junior School 9.30am - 11.00am

For further information or address of venue, please call 0181
768 6063.

PALACE PR&ﬁoﬂbi

i winners. At the end of the day, :

: The Bromley scheme has

: recently announced four new
i girls sides with monthly

! coaching from the Bromley

: development officers. The

i matches have been very

¢ of the season has been
: promotien for the senior girls
: side.

| © Seniors: The girls have had

! an outstanding season
gaining promotion for the

: to the First Division of the
Greater London League. With

Emily Wells and Ruth Cory,
the girls finished top scorers

having netted in almost every

game.

: Uig: They have had an up
: and down season, losing

: many players at the start of

i the campaign. It took most of :
i the autumn months to replace :

: the players. This showed in

: the results, as they won most :

: of their games after
: Christmas. A special mention
: to Leanne Reidy who, for the

competitive and the highlight

'second consecutive campaign :

outstanding performances by :

second season running, won
the Player of the League
award and Victoria Wells who
was again top scorer for the
season.

U12: As the season
progressed and the new
players settled, it appeared
that the campaign took better
shape. The girls had better
form after Christmas,
finishing the season with
some good resulis. The top
scorer for;the season was
jade Shortall.

U1o: This was 2 newly formed
side this season. The whole
campaign was spent
recruiting new players. They
played friendly games and
won them all.

The club are currently looking
for new players to continue
its development, if you are
interested in playing for the
Palace or you would like to
get involved with women and
girls soccer, please contact
either Christine on 01689
811396 or the community
office on 0208 768 6006.

STDK.

SUMMER COURSES

: Our popular summer courses continue through August and
: September for boys and girls aged between 6 and 13. The

: venues in Croydon are Ashburton High School, Monks Hill
i Sports Centre, Selhurst Park Stadium, Lewis Health Works,
Woodcote School and Fairchilds School.

: For further details please call 0208 768 6063.

Saunders Abboft
of Beckenham

L

Crystal Palace .. =
Football in the .
Community is CROYDON
supported by

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news  (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times) 53




PAST MASTERS

espite enjoying a
Dsuccessful career at
both club and
international level, Paul Bodin

has had to suffer the
indignity of being
remembered as the man
whose missed penalty
denied Wales a place in
the 1994 World Cup
finals. For too long the
Welsh had been
considered the bridesmaids
of international football, but
with a forward line that boasted the
likes of Giges, Hughes, Rush and
Saunders, they had come within one
win of gualifying for the tournament.
Their vital game against Romania was
poised at 1-1 when they were
awarded a spet-kick which
Bodin stepped up to take -
only for the Swindon left-
back to smash the ball
against the crossbar

“ft's often said that |

cost Wales their place
because | missed the
penalty that would have
put us 2-1 up, but we had
to win that game and there
were still 34 minutas left after my
kick. | did miss 2 penalty - there's no
disguising that - but I'll never admit
that 1 cost Wales the game, although
that moment is obviously one of the

biggest disappointments of my career. ;

it's football and it's hard to take at
the time, but [ also scored the
penaity in the play-off final for
Swindon that won us promation
against Leicester so | know both
sides of the coin. | just consider
myself lucky to have played in the
Welsh side that got so close to
qualifying for the World Cup because
we Sre always ranked so low that to
qualify we have to Geat two
recognised countries in our group. A
lot of people ask why we never zo
furthier with players of the calibre of
Giggs and Hughes, but to be honest
apart from the attackers who were
world-class the rest of the lads were
just good, hones! pro’s.”

GOOD, HONEST PRO

That description is-a fitting one for
Paul who enjoved a fine start to his
career with Cardiff City before joining
Swindon in 1987 via Newpart County.
At the time it would have been
impossible to aredict that Swindon
would go on to reach the heights
that they did.

*“Swindon was guite similar to my
two previous ciubs, although the
facilities were 2 litile better. At the
time it was quite a smali town itself -
now it's absolutely booming -

and | wasn't really that aware of ¢

them. Your interest in & club is

HE PLAYED FOR BOTH CLUBS

only arpused when they show an
interest in signing you and it wasn't
until | locked around the changing
room that | realised that there
were a lot of good players at
the club like Jimmy Quinn,
Steve White - who's now
my assistant at Bath -
Colin Calderwood, Alan
McLoughlin and Fraser
Digby. Lou Macari had
assembled a very good side
on limited finances.”

Swindon spent the next couple of
years forging a reputation as one of
the best young sides in the division
before mounting a serious challenge
for promotion in 1988/89. In April
they confirmed their status as the
danger side of the division by
beating Palace 1-0 in a tense
encounter at the County
Graund. Fate decreed that
the two sides would meet
again in the play-off semi-
finals.

“Palace were a very strong
side and were unlucky not
to get automatic promotion,
but we won the home leg 1-0
and guite fancied ourselves to win
the tie. However, at the end of the
day, they deserved to go through. We
had a few injuries that night and
Steve Foley and Tom Jones played
despite neading operations. From that
moment on Palace just went from
strength to strength.”

DENIED PROMOTION

While Paul had to sit out much of
that season due to the form of Phil
King, he was a permanent fixture in
the side the following year when
Swindon won through to the play-offs
again. This time they were successful
and beat Sunderland 3-0 in the final,
but a number of financial
irregularities behind the scenes led to
the Football Association taking the
unprecedented step of refusing them
entry to the top flight.

“It was devastating. There were one
or two things going on, but they
weren't major financial things. We
were only a little club so we were
only talking about small amounts of
money and bonuses, but the Inland
Revenue found out about them. Lou
Macari left the club and Ossie Ardiles
came in, but it was still gging on.
The players put it to the back of their
minds and won promotion through
the play-offs and during the course of
that time our chairman, Gary Herbert,
spoke to the FA and they assured us
that we'd be allowed to ga up. When
we beat Sunderland we hired an
open top bus and had a great
reception in Swindon only to find out
three wesks later, when | was on my

holidays, that it had all been taken
away. It took a long time for us to
recover and we were nearly relegated
the following season. Everybody's
chins were on the ground - not only
the players, but the supporters too."

PALACE MOVE

The wait to play in the top flight
would not prove to be a long one for
Paul as Crystal Palace came in for
him with a £550,000 bid. Personally
the move looked to be a very good
one as in his own words, "Palace
were a very progressive club and had
assembled a very good team”, but
his time at the club was to tumn sour
as Steve Coppell left him out of the
side time and time again.

| did think that if they had shelled
out that amount of money for me
then I'd obviously be in their plans,
but | signed while | was injured and
when | was fit again | couldn't really
force my way back into the team.™

Paul eventually made his Palace
debut in an evening game against
Spurs and excelled in a 1-o win. The
fans had become accustomed to the
side’s direct style of play but yearned
for better quality football so Paul was
welcomed with open arms. Although
he went on to play in the remaining
games of the 19g0/01 season, he
found himself on the sidelines at the
start of the following campaign much
{0 everyone’s surprise.

“Pve got 3 piciure at home of me
marking Paul Gascoigne on my debut
and the caption underneath the
photo said that, afthough I'd had an
excellent game, Steve Coppell felt
that | played too much football. |
tend to agree with that and think
that sometimes that was the case. I'd
always played football on the floor
and perhaps, in terms of being a full-
back, | did overplay. Steve must have
thought that I'd change but | didn't.”

QUICK RETURN

While the Palace fans had clearly
taken Paul to their hearts it was clear
that the manager felt that Richard
Shaw was betler suited to the team's
style: of play. Having played just one
more game for the club he made his
final bow alongside lan Wright and
Perry Suckling in a 3-2 win at Oldham
before retumning to Swindon.

“Personally it was a great experience
living up in London and plaving for a
big club, but it never really worked
out. I've no regrets. | think that
football careers are too short to be
worrying about the negatives. it was
a great move and boosted my
international career and, although it
was a different style of play, | would
have hoped that | could have

Dial Palace Clubcall on
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adapted to it. Unfortunately | don't feel that | was ever
given that opportunity. | never fell out with the
management. Steve Coppell is 3 very quiet man, but
Alan Smith was probably my biggest ally and would
take time out to talk to me. He was very helpful and
often invited the players round to his house for a few
drinks while Eddie McGoldrick was also a good lad. |
lived in Coulsdon and he lived near me and he was the
one that invited me round to his place and helped me
to settle in. It's a different world in London so he was
very good.”

BOYHOOD HERO

Having avoided relegation, Swindon had slowly begun to
re-establish themselves after their recent troubles. Ossie
Ardiles had left the club and Glenn Hoddle had taken his
place for his first managerial role in the game.

“Glenn really tumed us around and playing in the same
side as him was a fantastic experience. I've always been

a Spurs fan so that was something lll never forget. His
ability was unbelievable. He was as fit as a fiddle a'm' the
sweeper system that we played was penec ly suited to
him. He found the time on the ball he wantad at the back
and his pinpoint passing was a pleasure to waich. In the
end we all felt that he might leave because he was such 2
success. To get Swindon up was a great achievement and.

although I'm sure he saw us as a stepping stone, we felt
that he might give it a go after winning promotion.”

What followed in the Premier League was nothing short of
harrible. While Swindon won 2 load of friends with their
free-flowing football, they won few points and suffered a
predictable relegation.

“1 wouldn't say that we w-:r= outplayed in a lot of those
games although we lost st of them, but we possibly
overplayed at times. In ‘hc— Premier League the strikers ar
so clinical that we'd make a mistake, go one down, and end
up chasing the game. We enjoyed it though and got some
good results, although most of those came away from
home. We drew with Tottenham, Arsenal, Sheffield
Wednesday and Liverpool. but we probably weren’t strong
enough. That's what happens when you take the spine out
of 2 team. Colin Calderwood went to Totienham, Glenn
Hoddle left for Chelsea and Dave Mitchell went abroad and
that really cost us."

0

BATH MANAGER

A subsequent relegation followad for the Robins before Steve
McMahon led them back up to Division One. However, having
played his part in this success, Paul ended his association
with the club by joining Reading. He spent two seasons there
before embarking on a managerial career of his own.

“I'd been at Reading for a couple of years-and my first
season there was very good, but 2 new manager came in and
he made it clear that | didn't figure in his plans. Bath came in
for me towards the end of the 1997/98 season and they had
to get somebody in quickly because contracts were up. I'd
been coaching youngsters for
three or four years so | felt that
it was a natural progression and
that | couldn’t really tum the job
down. It's totally different to
playing and there are no haif
measures. You have 1o put your
mind and body into it and that's
what i've done. it's what | want
to do and if you're not totally
committed then you won't
succeed.”

Tom Maslona
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FOUEDENSEAGUES

GOLDEN EAGLES CLUB

This year's AGM will take place at the Fairfield Halls in Croydon

on Monday 18th October 199q. Tickets will be available for

members soon. A booking form will be forwarded with your new

Golden Eagle card this month, along with a voting <lip for your

Player of the Year and Young Player of the Year.

Only Members whose payments are completely up to date will

be eligible to be entered into the main draw where the 1st prize

is £25,000 and the 2nd prize is £5,000. There will also be spot

prizes drawn during this evening.

You can join the Golden Eagles Club for only £2 perweek, and a contribution from your

membership goes directly towards Crystal Palace’s

future by helping to develop the Youth Academy at

s# Streete Court (pictured).

Each week you can win the first

prize of a holiday for two at our

exclusive villa at La Manga in
southern Spain, orthe second

" prize of a cheque for £750. There

are also consolation prizes each week varying from £10 to £25.

Other benefits available to members include:

* 5% discount off a season ticket or £2 off your own ticket for home
league games

* Priority bookings for match tickets (tickets will be on sale eight
weeks before home games where possible)

* 10% discount at the Club Shop (apart from sale goods or videos)

* Entry into members bars on match days

* Palace News delivered

Members are able to purchase a number of assorted vouchers to

enable them to make savings on everyday items, such as shopping

from Sainsburys or children’s items from Mothercare, Childrens World

and BHS using Storehouse vouchers. Furniture Village can help to

furnish your home with their discount offer and the Fairfield Halls

always offer entertainment for everyone should you wish to purchase

vouchers through us at the Golden Eagle office as a present. Just phone the voucher line

and your vouchers will be ready for collection in 48 hours.

Other discounted vouchers available are:

"'Hi, this is David
Jensen, chairman
of the Golden
Eagles Club.
| would like to
take this
opportunity to
welcome all our
members to
today’s game
against Swindon.
If you require any
further details
about this club,
and the
wonderful range
of benefits of
being a member,

VIRGIN MEGASTORE/OUR PRICE 10% KINGFISHER then please ring
VIRGIN BALLOONING® 10% COMET 7.5%
ALLIED CARPETS ~ Subject to amount ordered  SUPERDRUG 7:5% 0181 768 6000.
CRYSTAL PALACE CLUB SHOPS 10% MVC 7.5%
FAIRFIELD HAUS 10% B&Q 7.5%
FURNITURE VILLAGE 10% WOOLWORTHS
DO-IT-ALL 8% VIRGIN VOUCHERS (Flights, Hols, Hotels) s%
STOREHOUSE WHITBREAD
BHS l 8% THRESHER WINE STORES 5%
MOTHERCARE 8% DAVID LLOYD LEISURE CLUBS 5%
CHILDREN'S WORLD 8% TGI FRIDAYS 5%
w 5% MARRIOTT HOTELS 5%
SBURY PIZZA HUT 5%
SAINSBURY’S 5% BEEFEATER RESTUARANTS 5%
SAINSBURY™S HOMEBASE 5% BREWERS FAYRE 5%
SAINSBURY'S SAVACENTRE 5%
GOLDEN EAGLES WEEKLY DRAW WINNERS
W/Cs/07/99 W/C12/7/99 W/C19/7/99 W/C26/7/99
WEEK No 45 WEEK No 46 WEEK No 47 WEEK No 48
La Manga 3261 La Manga 169 La Manga 258 La Manga 1878
fig00 3410 f1500 2419 £1500 1061 fig00 150
Holiday 393 Holiday 351 Holiday 1367 Holiday 1217
2552 1921 . 563 B21 3099 1723 4416 2131
2525 300 859 265
f750 2978 £750 3508 f750 3838 £750 1650
1316 2066 1017 4330 614 2060 2570 24
Gold £25 Bronzefio Gold f£25 Bronzefio Gold £25 Bronzefio Gold £25 Bronzefio
829 2380 249 3300 551 4459 96 1996
410 2034 2656 2251 1898 53 2127 1374
1667 1662 3588 3665 1106 2404 1606 1667
2056 2237 2838 1763 1951 3035 541 623
3608 1230 1783 2435 2323 2379 3026 1453
471 378 1046 ) 4459
Silver £15 1685 Silver £15 2663 Silver £15 1049 Silver £15 1133
1828 1150 2217 2520 4093 1081 1052 1042
4843 1412 3336 1897 1422 3630 982 562
4427 2697 1685 3673 181 58 2903 555

J
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GAME OF THE WEEK: ¥
PORTSMOUTH v

STOCKPORT COUNTY
On paper, this clash on the south coast
would scarcely cause a ripple of
enthusiasm, but a glance at the league
table confirms the unlikely fact that
this is an early season top-of-the-table
match. County have made their best
start to a season in fifty years under
the management of Andy Kilner,
opening their
account with three
points at Grimsby
and following it up
last week with a late
winner against
Tranmere. No less
surprising is the
auspicious start of
Pompey who had
record signing Rory
Allen to thank for a
well-earned draw at
Wolves, building on
their first week
success over
Sheffield Utd. Alan
Ball was thrilled to
bits with the
performance,
highlighting the new-
found confidence of §
the team. “To come
to Molineux and gain
a point is a big achievement for us,” he
said. “We only won one away game last
season, which was a disgrace. On the
~ balance of chances | think we could
easily have won. At the end | was sorry
‘we didn’t take three points.” Whether
“he will be in such a positive frame of
mind come Christmas remains to be
Seen.
Early-season pacesetters and play-off
perennials Ipswich Town hope to see
the prolific form of striker David
Johnson continue against Bolton
Wanderers at Portman Read this
afternoon. After their 4-1 demolition of
today's visitors in front of the cameras
and the excellent opening day win over
Nottingham Forest, they fully merit
their position at the top. Forest,
meanwhile, faced West Brom at the
Hawthorns in last night's televised
encounter. Both teams notched their
first wins last weekend, aithough ex-
England hero Platt may have to rethink
his half-time team talk as he admitted
after his side’s 2-1 win over Grimsby, “I
had nothing to say to the players at
half-time because they had been that
good.” The Mariners promptly
egualised immediately after the break,
and it was only an 87th minute strike
from Carlton Palmer that spared the
manager’s blushes.
Fellow Premiership old boys Blackburn
Rovers have found it difficult to adjust

CARLTON PALMER

OIVISION

: to the demands of the Nationwide

i League and have claimed only one

i point so far in the campaign, They will
: be praying for the early recovery of

i strikers Ashley Ward and ex-Palace

: favourite Magic Jansen. The latter

: pledged his future to the club amid

i speculative interest from Old Trafford
: and Highbury, but his injury woes

: continue with a bruised kidney ruling
¢ him out of the visit of Barnsley.

i Charlton’'s start has been hindered by

only having played
one game which
saw the Valiants
overcome the poor
Tykes with a hat-
trick from Clive
Mendonca at The

hope to continue
their dream of a
fast-track straight
to the Premiership
with a2 win over
Norwich today.

Of the three newly
promoted teams,
Walsall will be the
most pleased with
their start as two
draws with
Sheffield United
and Swindon see
them rubbing
shoulders with

¢ Fulham and looking down the table at
¢ Manchester City. Ray Graydon’s side

: will be hoping that their pint-sized

i striker Mark Robins will adjust quickly
: to British life after his adventure with

: Greek side Panionios and lead them to
i victory against Crewe. Fulham must

: make the long journey to the

i Lincolnshire coast to face Grimsby, and
Maine Road hosts the visit of early-

: season struggters Sheffield Utd.

i Huddersfield Town boss Steve Bruce

: paid his own side a backhanded
compliment when commenting on his

i team’s 3-2 win against Blackburn last

i week saying, “I think whoever finishes
i above them will be there or

i thereabouts at the end of the season.”
: Many critics' outside tip for reaching

i the play-offs this year, the Terriers

i must travel to Prenton Park and face a
: Tranmere side which has yet to chalk a
! win in this year’s campaign. After an

i encouraging start, Gerry Francis

i refused to come back down to earth

: after QPR's defeat last Saturday

i against Bolton Wanderers at The

: Reebok Stadium: “The defeat is a bit

: hard to take because we had chances

i to equalise, and were unlucky hitting

i the bar and the post. | feel sorry for my
: players. They worked hard and

: deserved something out of the game -
i maybe a win.” In order for their luck to
: change, they will have to stop teenage

IN

i sensation Robbie Keane,
i who has single-handedly
: earned Wolves four-point tally with
: goals against Manchester City and

i
bl

UL

i Portsmouth. The travelling Molineux
: faithful will be praying that their Irish

: diamond’s early-season gleam will not

i attract undue attention from
: Premiership suitors, as the rest of the
: side has yet to fire on all cylinders.

i Today's last game sees near
: neighbours Birmingham City entertain

: Port Vale, who will hope that their

: opening draw against Blackburn is not

i the highlight of their season.

i By Chris Waters

Valley, but they will
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Take a seat,
'we're bringing

the future

to

Located in Croydon, Telewest are at the
forefront of the communications
revolution - pioneering Cable television,
telephone and Internet services.

For more information on our
products and services FreeCall

0500 500 100

Watch the Palace show on Cable 17

Tune into Cable 17 every Friday at 7.30pm for live
topical discussions including interviews with players.

For your chance to take part in the live
discussions please FreeCall 0500 333 215.

Repeated Friday at 9pm and 71pm, Saturday at
lam, 10am and Tpm.

Dial Palace Clubcall on 09068 400 333 for the latest news e (Calls are charged at 6op/min at all times)
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COLCHESTER
Bl UNITED FC

As any regulars at Selhurst Park over
the last few seasons will tall you,
one of the Eagles’ most annoying
tendencies has been to concede late
goals which end up costing us crucial
points.

How refreshing it was at Layer Road
two weeks ago, then, when Palace
were themselves saved by a last
minute Nicky Rizzo egualiser. The
diminutive midfielder spared the
blushies in Essex, meaning that
Colchester will need to attack in the
second leg.

- And attacking has, recently, been

I something of a problem for ‘'The Us’;
'with just one league goal scored in

= their opening two matches, Mick

Wadsworth's men will no doubt stili
be reeling from 3 crushing 3-0 home
defeat at the hands of Notts County
last Saturday. This relatively poor
start to their campaign is in no way
indicative of some of the quality in

stheir line-up; Sagi Burton won many
iadmirers at Selhurst Park last

Season, with his. level-headed

performances at the back, and Brian
" Launders was once a prolific
_goalscorer in the Palace youth and

| Teserve sides.

Elsewhere, Jason Dozzell is at the
heart of an impressive midfield. The
journeyman ex-lpswich star is of a
proven Premiership pedigree, having
served both Ipswich and Tottenham
at the top level. Now that Palace
have the all-important away goals to
‘bring back to Selhurst, the pressure
is surely on Colchester to bring the
game to us.

Expect an open game.
HUDDERSFIELD

position - ninth (twa

matches played)
Key Player - Marcus Stewart (striker}

Last season's trip to Huddersfield
was one which travelling Palace fans
would rather put behind them - after
a long journey, the Red and Blue

Army witnessed a 4-o5 drubbing at
the spectacular McAlpine Stadium,
just before Christmas. In hindsight,
some consolation can be taken from
the fact that it was by no means
Patace’s worst away effort of the
campaign.

This season has brought a variety of
new faces in the Terriers' line-up, but
it is perhaps the manager’s which is
the most familiar; Steve Bruce now
replaces Peter lackson, and has
already got an impressive victory
over Blackburn, the team tipped for
a quick return'to the top flight. The
star of the show on that occasion
was Marcus Stewart, whao hit a brace
to seal the peints. The pacy
striker will no doubt be the
scourge of many First
Division defences this
season.

But Bruce has also
invested wisaly
with summer
signings - in
Kenny Irons,
brought from
Tranmere
Rovers, he

has a :
highly

experienced midfielder, who
will no doubt steengthen a
midfield which could already
boast gquality in the likes of John
Dyson, who had an impressive
campaign last year. Scott Sellars, a
recent transfer from Bolton, will also
be looking to boost Huddersfield's
promotion challenge. When Clyde
Wijnhard, a pacy striker with a
keen eye for goal. is added to
the equation, this
one could be a
stern test for the
Palace defence.
Lef’s hope they can
withstand it.

WOLVES
Home

Tuesday, 31st August
1999, 7.45pm
Current league
position - seventh
(two league matches
played)

Key Player - Robbie Keane (striker)

Wolverhampton manager Colin Lee
was, surely, distraught at losing
Steve Bull over the summer months.
The veteran former England
international finally hung up his
boots last season, after a prolific

thirteen years at Molineux.

But finding a replacement
has not proved difficult for Lee, as,
in Robbie Keane, he has a striker
with similar eye for goal, not to
mention energy and tenacity. Indead,
the meteoric rise of the young
Irishman has provoked interest from
a number of teams, eager to offer
Keane a chance at top-flight footbazll.
Whether or not he will
e ‘a Wolves player at
the end of the
$eason remains fo
be seen, but you
can bet that the fans
will be wanting him
to stay. His hard work
and guile against
L57.  Portsmouth, a
week ago, was
% enough to
produce a
goal which
salvaged a
point for
the men
from the
Black
Country.

Keane, however, is not
. the only obstacle that
A Palace must overcome
: when the teams

! mest; in Kevin
Muscat, Wolves have
a tenacious former-
Eagle, who is more
than apable of hitting
screamers from distance.
Neil Embien, too, made
the transition
from Palace to
once again
join Wolves,
and, despite
perhaps not having the
time he would have wanted to truly
prove himself at Palace, remains a
more than capable stopper. The
Premiership experience of Steve
Sedgley and Andy Sinton in the
midfield should also contribute to an
quality Wolves line-up. Perhaps we
can hope for a rerun of the five-goal
thriller at Selhurst last season: on
that occasion, the Eagles stole all
three points.

Richard O’Connor.

At the time of writing, Robbie Keane
was still at Wolves. However, a £6
million fee had been agreed with
their Midland rivals, Coventry.

-
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New
Palace

skipper Simon
Rodger has enjoyed a
breathtaking start to the
new season after securing
a new contract with the
Eagles.

In nine previous seasons
at Selhurst Park, ‘Jolly’
had managed only eight
goals in all competitions
for Palace, but after two Nationwide
Football League matches in 1999-
2000, Rodger is the club's top scorer
having netted in both games.

The club’s longest serving player is
clearly relishing his new role in the
centre of midfield. Against Crewe, :
Nicky Rizzo played at left wing while |
at Bamnsley, Andrew Frampton filled i
in at left wing back, leaving Rodger
in the middle of the park alongside
Hayden Mullins.

i

Opta Head to Head

In today’s match with Swindon,
he goes head-fo-head with
experienced Swindon
midfielder Mark
Walters, who has also
had a fine start to the
new campaign, despite
Town's stuttering form.

We've asked player
performance analysts

# Opta Index, the official
§ statisticians
to the
Nationwide
Football
League, to |
run the rule
over the pair — and the
figures highlight the two
men’s strengths perfectly.

Walters, a key figure in
Swindon's 0-0 draw with
promoted Walsall on the
opening day of the
season, was surprisingly
left out of the starting
line-up for the 4-1 televised
hammering by Ipswich Town. Even
though he has only played 120
minutes so

12 X 10” framed & mounted

far, he has
given
opposing
goalkeepers
plenty to
think about.

But his real
strength has
been his
composure on
the ball,
achieving an
outstanding
g0 per cent

£15 each

ey

Premier Image also stock colour aeral
photographs of ALL the other Engiish & Scottish Stadiums,
all hand printed, with solid wood frames, & quality card mounts

Please send cheques, stating which clubyou require to:

Unit 12, 157-159 Boundfield Rd, London, SE6 1PE
tel: 0181-461 4214 - fax 0181-695 1178
web-site: www.premierimage.co.uk

OPTA HEAD TO HEAD

?\,.5;“; Simon Rodger and Mark Walters

: pass completion rate. Palace’s

i passing has been somewhat below

i par so far this term and Rodger’s 61
: per cent figure is actually above the

: average for the Eagles’ squad, but

i some way below the sort of ratio you
: would expect for a midfielder.

i On the other hand, the captain’s

: crossing has been exemplary, with an
i above-average 33 per cent of all

i centres finding a red and blue shirt.
3 There was no better
example than at Barnsley,
when Rodger’s in-
swinging comer was met
by Dean Austin’s bullet
header. The goal was
even more remarkable
given that it was Palace’s
=1 only corner of the game!

Both men have a
reputation for being
feisty in the tackle, but
neither has yet been
booked and, indeed, the
: only foul Rodger has

i committed was the challenge on

i Craig Hignett at Oakwell which led to
: Barnsley’s dubious penalty at the end
: of the first half.

i It may be the likes of Clinton

! Morrison and Iffy Onuora that grab

i the headlines this afternoon, but you
: can be sure that Rodger and Walters
: will be in the thick of the action. A
Palace win over Swindon is long

i overdue, of course; Town completed
: the ‘double’ over Steve Coppell’s men
i last season.

-
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B EAGLES STATISTICS 99/00
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TEAM CH ECI(

Crystal Swindon

TODAY’S
REFEREE

Alan Butler

Commenced releiesing
O in the local

Nottinghamshire
Leagues and was

Palace Town
Manager: Steve Coppell . Manager: Jimmy Quinn
Colours: Red & Blue Colours: Light and Dark
Shirts, Red Shorts, Blue Shirts and Shorts,
Red Socks Light Blue Socks
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promoted to the Foothall
League Assistant Referees' list In 1988,
Six years later Alan, who |5 & senlo
police officer, became a Fostball
League referee. His achievements 1o
date have seen him referee the GM
Vauxhall Conference Cup Final in 1098
and was the fourth official for the IA
Trophy Final at Wembley earlies ihis
year. Away from football, Alan is
interested in DIY, driving, reading and
travelling.
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NEXT MATCH A%
SELHURST PARK

Warthington Cup First
“zund Second Leg
Tuesday 24th August 1999
Crystal Palace v Colchester
Urnited
Kick ©° 7.45pm
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TGEAY'S MATCHBALL SPONSORS

CUSTOM
CARLE
COMPANY
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TODAY’S MINI SPONSORS

PALACE
CLUBCALL

PETE THE EAGLE
SPONSOR

KCS MANAGEMENT
SYSTEMS
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PALACE TICKETLINE
09068 400 334
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PALACE CLUBCALL

09068 400 333
Dial today for all the
latest news, views and
interviews
(calls to Clubcall are charged at
6op/min at all times)
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